
  
 
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord 

 
You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 

♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 
 

 
 
Preparation 
 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Let your ways be known upon earth, 

your saving power among the nations. 
 
 
Give thanks and praise God 

 
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief 
your only Son was lifted up 
that he might draw the whole world to himself. 
May we walk this day in the way of the cross 
and always be ready to share its weight, 
declaring your love for all the world. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
♦ 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  

Sunday in Passiontide 

Morning Prayer 

Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am  

(But God will hear our prayers anytime!) 

 



The Word of God 
 
Old Testament reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
The valley of dry bones 
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set 
me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me to and fro among them, and I 
saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, 
‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ 
I said, ‘Sovereign Lord, you alone know.’ 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them, “Dry bones, hear the word 
of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter 
you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you 
and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord.”’ 
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh 
appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, “This is 
what the Sovereign Lord says: come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live.”’ So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; 
they came to life and stood up on their feet – a vast army. 
Then he said to me: ‘Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, “Our 
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.” Therefore prophesy and say to 
them: “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: my people, I am going to open your graves 
and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. Then you, my 
people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from 
them. I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 
Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.”’ 
 
 
New Testament reading: John 11:1-45 
 
The death of Lazarus 
Now a man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay ill, was the same one who poured 
perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
‘Lord, the one you love is ill.’ 
When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so 
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.’ Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was two more days, 
and then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’ 
‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are 
going back?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime 
will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that 
they stumble, for they have no light.’ 
After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I 
am going there to wake him up.’ 
His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.’ Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 



Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.’ 
 
Jesus comforts the sisters of Lazarus 
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 ‘Lord,’ Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 
Martha answered, ‘I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?’ 
‘Yes, Lord,’ she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 
into the world.’ 
After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is 
here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.’ When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went 
to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed 
how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the 
tomb to mourn there. 
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked. 
‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied. 
Jesus wept. 
Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 
But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?’ 
 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead 
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across 
the entrance. ‘Take away the stone,’ he said. 
‘But, Lord,’ said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odour, for 
he has been there four days.’ 
Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’ 
So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.’ 
When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round his face. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’ 
 
The plot to kill Jesus 
Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him.  
 
♦ 
 
  



Benedictus: Gospel Canticle (Luke 1.68-79) 
 
1  Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 
who has come to his people and set them free. 
2  He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 
born of the house of his servant David. 
3  Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 
to save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all that hate us, 
4  To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
5  This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
6  Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 
7  And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
8  To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 
by the forgiveness of all their sins. 
9  In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
10  To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ♦ 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
 
 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 
 

 

Reflection 

 
Lazarus is sick… 

…very sick.  
 
His sisters are desperately worried about him… 

…if only he’d got sick a few days earlier when Jesus was in Jerusalem…  
…in fact, Jesus often stayed in Bethany when he was visiting Jerusalem, he’d 
probably have been right there! 

 
But the Jewish leaders stirred up trouble for him… 

…and the rabble nearly stoned him… 
…so he’s gone away with his disciples to Bethany-across-the-Jordan, two 
days journey.  

 
It’s ironic, the village even has the same name, but it’s so far away… 

…they send him a message, but they have no idea whether it will get there in time… 
…they can only hope.  

 
The next two days are spent nursing their dearly beloved brother… 



…who gradually fails and slips away. 
 
They know that he, and they, will rise again in the resurrection at the last day… 

…but that doesn’t stop their hearts from breaking.  
 
Meanwhile, 30-plus miles away, in Bethany-across-the-Jordan, Jesus is supposed to be 
catching his breath with his disciples… 

…except people keep coming out to him. 
 
And you can understand why… 

…this is the place where, three years earlier, the prophet John said: 
“I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God”  

 
They want to see the Son of God. 

 
Two days later, the messenger from Martha and Mary arrives. 
 
Jesus knows he is too late. 
As the messenger thankfully sits down and grasps a cup of water, Lazarus is dying.  
 
Jesus takes a deep breath… 

…he reassures the messenger, and the disciples, who know Lazarus almost as well 
as he does: 

“Don’t worry, this illness won’t end in death. No, it’s for God’s glory so that 
God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 

 
Now, what the disciples and Mary and Martha don’t know… 

…couldn’t possibly know…  
…is that the next time Jesus goes to Jerusalem will be the time he goes to his 
death. 

 
A plot to murder him is about to be hatched… 

…one of his closest followers is going to betray him…  
…and all this has to happen at the very next Passover, which is rapidly 
approaching… 

…Jesus wants to get this timing right. 
 
And the little, beloved, family in Bethany need his presence… 

…need a miracle.  
 
Jesus takes two more days to breathe and then calls the disciples to him… 

“Let’s go back to Judea!” 
 
Well, as you can imagine, they’re horrified…  

…they try to persuade him not to go… 
…but Jesus isn’t afraid, his path is as clear as daylight.  

 
And anyway, Martha and Mary need him… 

…Lazarus needs waking up.  
 
The disciples misunderstand him… 

…they’ve always been quite literal-minded, so he spells it out… 
“Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I’m glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. Let’s go!” 

 
So, six days after they sent the desperate message, the sisters finally see the person they 
want to see most in the world… 

…apart from, possibly, their brother. 
 



“If only you’d been here,” they keep saying.  
 
Jesus weeps for their pain… 

…for the death that was never part of his Father’s plan for creation… 
…for the pain they and the disciples are going to feel again in a few days 
when Jesus himself will die.  

 
Jesus knows that what is about to happen is going to divide his people and then the world… 

…some will see Lazarus’ resurrection and turn to Jesus as their Messiah...    
…others will run to tell the Pharisees and start to plot not just Jesus’ death 
but Lazarus’ too.  

 
Lazarus will live again…  

…but his life will not be easy and Jesus loves him and his sisters so much. 
 
He shudders at the thought of what is to come…  

…for them…  
…and for him. 

 
And so it happens, just as Jesus knew it would. 
 
Lazarus walks out of the grave… 

…what a sight - the grave clothes are hanging off him… 
…he looks utterly confused…   

…but what a celebration! 
 
The sisters weep again… 

…but this time for joy. 
 
And, in Jerusalem, the Pharisees seethe with hatred and jealousy – Jesus’ fate is sealed… 

…but not by them. 
 
Jesus, God himself, has chosen this path… 

…from the moment of his incarnation – no, before…  
…from the Fall – no, before that… 

…from the decision to create a universe with free will, this has been 
the known path within time and space, for the creator of time and 
space. 

 
Jesus has come to Earth to build a bridge - a cross-shaped bridge back to the Father… 

…he has come to bring everlasting life to creation…  
…just as once he brought creation to life… 

…and this is a life that starts in the here and now.  
 
When Jesus was walking on our little planet, he could only be in one place at a time… 

…so Lazarus, Mary and Martha had to wait for him to walk for two dusty days to 
reach them… 

…even if Jesus had left immediately, he couldn’t have reached Lazarus in 
time. 

 
But, just a few days later, Jesus told his disciples that it would be better for him to go away, 
because then he could send the Comforter to them, who would be with them all the time 
and guide them into all truth…  

…the Comforter… 
…that is the Holy Spirit… 

…the third person of the Trinity.  
 
And so when we face times of trial, we do not ever need to feel alone… 

…because Jesus is with us, through the Holy Spirit, in the here and now. 



 
When we are lying in the tomb of fear and despair, Jesus alone can call us out… 

…when loved ones die apart from us, Jesus knows what that feels like…  
…and when we finally come to die, Jesus knows what that’s like too. 

 
We will not be alone if we die in him, because the Comforter will be with us.  
 
Jesus says to us, as he said to Martha: 

“I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”  

 
Jesus invites us all to step, “out of the tomb we carry within us” and to become fully alive in 
him. 
 
Step into life!  
 
 
♦ 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 
  



Intercessions 
 
Please join our intercessions for this the fifth Sunday of lent. 
 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He can transform death and despair, in any form, into 
life and hope. 
 
As people of the living God let us join together in our prayers for the church and for the 
world. 
 
Holy God, strengthen your church and its leaders to inspire hope, calm fears and support us 
all in these most difficult of times. Deepen our faith and sustain our worship here at St 
Thomas’ church. We thank you for the love, help and assistance of our church community. 
 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy God, grant wisdom and compassion to all our leaders, worldwide. Make them resolute 
in all decisions aimed at combatting this pandemic. Give them the courage to put effective 
and necessary measures in place, even when these are unpopular. 
 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Dear Father, we ask for your help in our homes and places of work. Breathe increased 
patience and understanding into us and give us courage to live the Christian life when to do 
so demands sacrifice.We pray for all those isolated in their homes, suffering loneliness and 
anxiety. We ask for the furtherance of a strong community spirit enabling help for all those, 
particularly our neighbours, in need emotionally and physically. 
 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, we pray for all who are sick, in body or mind, and for the dying and their families. We 
remember those we know who have been recently bereaved. Help us to be of comfort and 
support to them. We pray for all those who care for the sick and particularly we appreciate 
and  
pray for all the dedicated staff of our NHS. and the newly recruited volunteers. 
 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
Dear Father, we put our faith and trust in you to guide us through these dark times and to 
sustain us in our darkest moments. We intercede for those who are too exhausted or 
overwhelmed by pressures and unable to pray for themselves. Let them see your light and 
be comforted. 
 
Merciful father, accept these prayers for the sake of your son, our saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
 
The Collect 
 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, as our Saviour has taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

To Conclude 
 
May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross, 
set us free to serve him with joy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 


