
 
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord 

 
You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 

♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 
Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 
 

With thanks to our very own Jules for playing the organ for our hymn 
 
 
 
 
Preparation 
 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
In your resurrection, O Christ, 

let heaven and earth rejoice. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
Give thanks and praise God 
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 
and led them to freedom in the promised land, 
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 
May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 
rejoice in this new day you have made, 
and praise you for your mighty acts. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Morning Prayer 

Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am  

(But God will hear our prayers anytime!) 

 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


Psalm 30 
 
Thanksgiving for Recovery from Grave Illness 
A Psalm. A Song at the dedication of the temple. Of David. 
1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, 
    and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 
2 O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, 
    and you have healed me. 
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, 
    restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 
4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, 
    and give thanks to his holy name. 
5 For his anger is but for a moment; 
    his favour is for a lifetime. 
Weeping may linger for the night, 
    but joy comes with the morning. 
6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
    ‘I shall never be moved.’ 
7 By your favour, O Lord, 
    you had established me as a strong mountain; 
you hid your face; 
    I was dismayed. 
8 To you, O Lord, I cried, 
    and to the Lord I made supplication: 
9 ‘What profit is there in my death, 
    if I go down to the Pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 
    Will it tell of your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! 
    O Lord, be my helper!’ 
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing; 
    you have taken off my sackcloth 
    and clothed me with joy, 
12 so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. 
    O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 

Hymn   
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 
be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord; 
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might; 
be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower: 
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise: 
be thou mine inheritance now and always; 
be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun, 
O grant me its joys after victory is won; 
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
  



The Word of God   
 

New Testament reading: Acts 7: 54-end 
 
The stoning of Stephen 
When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth 
at him. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, 
he fell asleep. 
 
 
New Testament reading: John 14: 1-14 
 
Jesus the Way to the Father 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s 
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where 
I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can 
we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the 
Father and that will be enough for us.”  
 
Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I 
say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is 
doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at 
least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever 
believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things 
than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, 
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for anything in my name, 
and I will do it.” 
 
 
Reflection  

 
In our gospel reading for this morning, Jesus is in the midst of what’s often known as his 
“Farewell Discourse.” He’s about to leave his friends and wants to help them make sense of 
all that’s about to happen. 

The stakes of the journey he’s about to make are tremendous, and his explanations have 
caused understandable grief. In this passage, we hear Jesus offering words of comfort and 
assurances that his imminent departure won’t ultimately separate him from his friends 
forever. Actually, quite the opposite. 



But, in a few short hours, life for the disciples was going to fall apart. Their world was going 
to collapse in chaos around them… and the promise of hope and these words of Jesus 
would find a whole new, unimaginable context. 

In John 14:1 we hear Jesus say this… “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in 
God; believe also in me.” 

It’s been said that this verse could well be entitled a “Manual for Stress Management,” a 
remedy for anxious and troubled hearts. 

And remember, this verse comes right after Jesus' revelation to Peter that he’s about to 
deny his Lord. I mean, Peter didn’t believe he was capable of such a thing – he’s still 
standing there gobsmacked and without pausing a beat – Jesus continues to speak into the 
middle of his confusion, pain and bewilderment with these words of hope. Yet Jesus’ words 
about troubled hearts aren’t addressed to Peter alone. The plural is used here for “your”: 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled.” It includes all who hear… the rest of disciples… the 
rest of us… you and me… and in these days of lockdown – we need to hear Him say those 
words to us. 

And let’s be honest, I can really understand why those disciples would  be greatly troubled. 
They weren’t ignorant of the mounting outrage that Jesus was stoking up, and that the 
priests and the religious rulers were out to trap him and put him to death. The disciples had 
witnessed both the rapture and the fury that Jesus had invoked by his life and words.  

Remember, these were the same disciples who had argued amongst themselves about who 
was the greatest of them… before Jesus, by washing their feet, had opened their eyes and 
no doubt enlarged their shame. Confronted and confused, puzzled by the sudden 
disappearance of Judas, and terrified that their master was going to be taken from them, 
dread and confusion would have been written all over their faces – especially when Jesus 
begins to talk of his departure. So, with fear gripping the disciple’s minds, they try and make 
sense of the turmoil they find themselves in. 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” says Jesus. 

Some 2000 years later in the middle of a global pandemic – how do these same words 
resonate the world over today? 

No doubt for many, the promise of a place that Jesus has prepared for them brings peace or 
hope, but maybe others might be more like Thomas: “We don’t know where you’re going; 
how can we know the way?” – they might add – “how could you leave us in the midst of all 
this?”... 

What I’m not prepared to do, and what no preacher should do from the relative safety and 
comfort of our warm, dry, well-fed homes, is to offer trite emotionless soundbites or glib 
clichés. In the current circumstances, with anxiety, financial pressures and the reality of loss 
and death all around us, all of our hearts should be troubled in some ways, we should be 
asking questions, sharing our pain and maybe our anger, turning to God for understanding, 
insight and help. The question is where do we end up resting, staying, abiding? Is our fear, 
our anger, our loss – the home in which we finally reside? And so for me, I find great 
consolation in the context of these words in John, which Jesus spoke as he prepared for his 
own death, knowing full well that his friends would soon be overcome with the tragedy of 
loss and despair. 

These words for me have again taken on real significance as I used them today at the 
funeral of a relatively young man here in Bath. These very words of Jesus that offer hope to 
a family grieving loss - to a mother, to brothers and sisters trying to make sense of their 
pain in the midst of their bereavement. 



“If you know me,”  says Jesus, “you will know my Father also.” 

So many in these troubled days are looking to find something to hold fast to, something to 
anchor them as the sand continually seems to shift beneath their feet. Some might have 
traditionally looked to wealth to stabilise them; pension pots, luxury holidays, travelling, 
expensive shopping, investments. For others, they’ve looked to the regular assurance of 
good health, physical security, family or relationships or job security and the promise of 
inevitable promotion. For some, joy in life and purpose has been about going out, socialising 
and partying… And then, suddenly, a global pandemic cuts across all of this and the very 
ground under the feet of the world is shaken. It’s not that any of those things in of 
themselves are wicked, or evil – but they were never meant to be the foundation on which 
we base our lives. After all, human history is littered with the debris of mankind trying to 
find something other than God which might bring lasting happiness. 

The words of Jesus in Matthew 7:26 comes to mind. “But everyone who hears these words 
of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand.” 

You know I’m reminded of that old hymn Rock of Ages. It was written by a 
Reverend Augustus Montague Toplady – which is quite a name! In the 1760’s, he tells of the 
time when he was travelling from Blagdon, not far away from here, through the gorge in 
Burrington Combe when he was caught in a terrifying thunder storm. Finding shelter and 
safety in a crevice in a huge rock, he was inspired by the title of his now famous hymn and 
scribbled down the lyrics: 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee 

 “If you know me”, says Jesus, “you will know my Father also”. 

Increasingly I believe the world is needing and recognising its need for some rock to hold 
fast to. When all else is stripped away, we need to know a God who can meet us in the pain 
and offer a pathway to life and purpose – hope and peace. And Jesus is saying, look to me, 
look at me, I came to reveal the Father, His saving love and power. “If you know me, you 
will know my Father also.” 

And more than that – He goes on to say, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 

That’s quite a claim – and you can’t just dismiss it in these days, as too narrow, too 
uncomfortable to dwell on, not with these real raw matters of life and death right in front of 
us – it doesn’t allow us the comfort to do that. You need me, says Jesus, you want a guide, 
a road-map for life, a Comforter, Shelter, a Saviour? You want to know God, not just about 
Him, but actually know Him, be known by Him? Then I’m the man….I’m the God. 

…And I know for some – that’s an unnerving, possibly unreasonable claim. I mean “gentle 
Jesus meek and mild” is one thing – but claiming to be THE way, THE truth – NO ONE 
comes to the Father except through him? That uncomfortable, right? 

CS Lewis, the famous children’s writer and brilliant theologian famously wrote in his book 
“God in the dock”: 

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Jesus: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim 
to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a 
lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be 



the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, 
or else a madman or something worse.” 

“You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall 
at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend 
to.” 

Jesus’s words of comfort here though – to find a dwelling place – are linked linguistically to 
St Johns use of the word “abiding”. “Abide in me” says Jesus – it’s an invitation not to avoid, 
but to find shelter in the inevitable oncoming storms – to experience His words of life and 
hope, not from a position of security and power, but more likely from a place of 
vulnerability. 

Thomas – who I think probably should really be renamed Honest Thomas – asks the very 
questions I bet lots of the other disciples were thinking. 

“Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way” 

And Jesus doesn’t rebuke him. He simply replies with the greatest revelation about himself 
that we have in the Gospel of John. He doesn’t say about himself, “I show the way. I teach 
the truth. I give life.” He is not merely a “way-shower” like other great moral teachers or 
religious leaders.  

No – Jesus puts it all on the line: When you come to me you’re meeting God; you have 
found ultimate reality, ultimate truth, fulness of life. 

That is the God to whom we look, the One we must choose to abide in – not simply because 
he offers some future certainty of a place with Him in eternity (though He does!) but 
because He daily yields and offers himself to us as a rock and firm foundation. For though 
we can’t save ourselves, may we be daily reminded that the God who saves has been 
unleashed in the world as love incarnate, a love that drives out fear, a love that lays down 
its life, a love that conquers death, a love that always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. A love that never fails. A love that saves. 

A love that compels us to go and proclaim that saving love to a world that longs to be 
healed and to be truly loved. 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When my eyes shall close in death, 
When I rise to worlds unknown, 
And behold Thee on Thy throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  
Let me hide myself in Thee 

 

Intercessions  
 
Lord, direct our thoughts, help us to pray and lift our hearts to worship you in spirit and in 
truth through Jesus Christ Our Lord, Amen 

Lord, in these strange lockdown times when none of us can meet face to face and worship 
together, help us to come together spiritually and to know that in services like this, all over 
the world, we ARE coming together and worshipping as one enormous family.   
Strengthen and inspire all the ministers and lay people the world over who are sharing the 
word, the hope and the joy of the Lord.  And also be with them in their work looking after 



all who are suffering from Coronavirus and those who worry about or indeed have lost 
family and friends to it. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 
 

Heavenly Father, give wisdom, patience and understanding to all in authority in this country. 
Help everyone to work together and plan together for the well-being of the whole country. 

God of mercy, we pray for the leaders of all countries of the world as they battle this 
pandemic. Grant everyone a spirit of cooperation and fellowship so that we can fight this 
virus together rather than score points off each other and go our own ways. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
 
We pray especially for those who are not only suffering the effects of the virus but who are 
also suffering in civil wars and other conflicts and those who are living in the horrendous 
crowded conditions of refugee camps and slum cities. Lord, look after your people, give 
them strength, comfort, medical attention - and hope. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 
 
We thank you, Lord, for all the doctors, nurses, carers, ambulance staff and all frontline 
medical and caring staff. Keep them safe, give them courage and help them to know that 
their inspiration and dedication is seen by you as well as by all of us. 
We also place in your care all the emergency workers across so many sectors, helping to 
feed us, keep us safe and keep the country going. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
 
Merciful Father, we seek your blessing on this community, our friends and homes.  Nurture 
in us all a sense of community and care so that no one gets left out or feels alone. 
We pray for all those suffering from Coronavirus, and particularly all those known to any one 
of us. Give us strength in this time of enforced separation. Comfort the bereaved and we 
thank you, Lord, for those who have come through the virus and who may still be 
recovering. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

 
 
And as Spring comes with sun and blue skies, with beautiful flowers and trees with bright 
new leaves, fill our hearts with hope and help us, Father, to love one another as we look 
forward to the day when suffering is ended and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 

 



Merciful Father 
Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen 
 

The Collect 

 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Rejoicing in God’s new creation, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
To Conclude 
 
May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
“ 


