
 
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord 

 
This first Sunday of the month, we shall draw on the more traditional liturgy from 

the Book of Common Prayer, 1662. 
 

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 
♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 

Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 
https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 

 
 
 
 
Preparation by confession and prayer 
 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us: but 
if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 1 St. John 1.8-9 
 
Dearly beloved brethren, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge 
and confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble 
nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 
them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may 
obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And although 
we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 
most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for 
the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy 
praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite and 
necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 
many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice 
unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me: 
 
A general Confession: 
Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like 
lost sheep, We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 
We have offended against thy holy laws, We have left undone those things which we 
ought to have done, And we have done those things which we ought not to have 
done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable 
offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them 
that are penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu 
our Lord: And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Morning Prayer 
 

Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am  
(But God will hear our prayers anytime!) 

 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


By way of Absolution in the home, The Collect for the twenty-first Sunday after 
Trinity: 
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace; that 
they may be cleansed from all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
♦ 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips.  

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord's Name be praised. 
 
 
Give thanks and praise God: Venite, Exultemus Domino 
Psalm 95 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord : 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving : 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God : 
and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth : 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it : 
and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down : 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God : 
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts : 
as in the provocation, and as in the day of temptation in the wilderness; 
When your fathers tempted me : 
proved me, and saw my works. 



Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said : 
It is a people that do err in their hearts, for they have not known my ways. 
Unto whom I sware in my wrath : 
that they should not enter into my rest. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,  
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary,  
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell;  
The third day he rose again from the dead;  
He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
The holy Catholic Church;  
The Communion of Saints;  
The Forgiveness of sins;  
The Resurrection of the body,  
And the Life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 
Hymn   
 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here; 
Come bow before him now 
With reverence and fear 
In him no sin is found 
We stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
The holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, 
With splendour he is crowned: 
How awesome is the sight 
Our radiant king of light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
Is shining all around. 
 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place: 
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
To minister his grace - 
No work too hard for him. 
In faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
Is moving in this place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



The Word of God   
 

Old Testament reading:    
 
The Passover 
12 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 ‘This month is to be for you the 
first month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that 
on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for 
each household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share 
one with their nearest neighbour, having taken into account the number of people 
there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with 
what each person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without 
defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them 
until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of 
Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood 
and put it on the sides and tops of the door-frames of the houses where they eat 
the lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along 
with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 9 Do not eat the meat raw or 
boiled in water, but roast it over a fire – with the head, legs and internal 
organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must 
burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 
sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s 
Passover. 
 
12 ‘On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of 
both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am 
the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when 
I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I 
strike Egypt. 
 
14 ‘This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 
celebrate it as a festival to the Lord – a lasting ordinance. 
 
New Testament reading: Matthew 18: 1-5, 15-20 
 
The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven 
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?” 
 
2 He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. 3And he 
said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of 
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5And whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me. 
 
Dealing with sin in the church 
15 ‘If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of 
you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take 
one or two others along, so that “every matter may be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses.” 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if 



they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax 
collector. 
 
18 ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
 
19 ‘Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask 
for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three 
gather in my name, there am I with them.’ 
 
 
Reflection  

 
In the outset of this chapter, Jesus challenges us to dwell less on our position, and 
more on having the mindset of a child. 
 
The disciples had been asking who is the greatest in Heaven’s Kingdom, who is most 
important around here, what’s the pecking order? To which Jesus responds, “You 
need to make some heart changes!” 
 
So the emphasis is not on position or importance (for us this can often mean 
acquisitions, job, status, past achievements, etc) Rather, the emphasis is on who we 
are and how we behave - as human beings rather than human doing! 
 
Which today leads me to talk about the battle of dealing with sin: 
 
Here I’m wanting to encourage us to be childlike in taking literally God’s instructions 
on the matter. 
 
As I read todays verses, I’m mindful of scriptures’ encouragement to “not be 
ignorant of the devil’s schemes’” and there are two points that struck me: 
 
Firstly, how much easier it can be to off-load to another person outside of a 
relationship, rather than to directly confront that person who is guilty of an offence 
to God – a sin. 
 
And, secondly, how often it is that we neglect the reality that we are actually at war 
– more so with the spiritual powers of darkness than what is in front of us in the 
physical realm – and that we have the authority to engage on the winning side. 
 
Within my own family, I am occasionally confronted (usually by my kids) for uttering 
the odd little expletive or naughty word if something happens to shock or distress 
me. But I’ve recently found myself pondering what life could look like in church if we 
start to pull each other up on unclean or unwholesome talk which is described in the 
Bible in Ephesians 4.  Such talk is described in the context of disunity or dissension 
amongst the believers…   
 
It seems to me that different families have different levels of what is acceptable in 
terms of swear words. However, in the family of God, ‘unclean’ or slanderous talk is 
unacceptable every time. And yet it’s often a default for us when we are in need of 
offloading certain offences or sinful actions done by another on our watch. We 



prefer to tittle tattle, rather than to gently pull others aside and correct certain 
grievances. This stems from our insecurities and need to remain in comfort zones of 
those of similar mind. 
 
In her book ‘Braving the Wilderness’, Brenne Brown sites a study of mortality rates. 
She says that living with pollution increases our mortality by 5%  and yet living with 
loneliness increases it by 45%. 
 
I would argue that in a society where loneliness seems endemic, it is imperative that 
we model a whole and healthy way of bringing correction to those who fall short, 
rather than isolating them behind their backs, to remain ignorant and without our 
friendship. 
 
Whilst her book discusses wider issues of our fears of relating with those outside our 
comfort zones, of similar social status, race and belief systems, her principles of how 
to tackle the problem still stand, 
 
Brenne encourages us to speak truth to challenge wrong doing, whilst being civil at 
the same time, and she insightfully says that people are hard to hate close up, so 
move in! In other words, go and seek them out, find them, talk it through and 
privately work it out. 
 
So, it’s with this same braveness that the Bible encourages us to dialogue in a 
situation to bring correction of wrongdoing, and if done well, in my experience, 
usually the person straightens out at the first or second step of correction.  
 
In my recollection, it’s only been ever on one occasion that I have had to move on, 
or as the Bible says, “treat that person as a pagan or a tax collector’” – or in other 
words associate less closely. Sadly it was an extreme situation with an extra-marital 
affair where the ‘grass seemed greener’ on the other side for the individual and thus 
it was, with much sorrow, that I could only be there when the person was finally 
ready to make some positive changes to their situation. 
 
So, let’s be like children who belong to the Father and who demonstrate relational 
correction to fellow brothers and sisters, without lording it over them or with behind- 
their-back whispers. 
 
And my second point; we’re reminded in verse 18 that we are at war when we are 
encouraged to bind and loose powers on Earth and so it will be done in the heavenly 
realm. 
 
I believe one of the biggest lies of the enemy is to first convince us that he doesn’t 
actually exist and secondly to convince us that we have no power or authority 
against him. 
 
Ephesians 6:12 says, “We struggle not against flesh and blood, but spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms.” 
 
I recall a time in my nursing career when I worked to detox homeless clients in a 
residential setting from drug addictions to make them clinically fit for rehabilitation. 
 



One particular twenty-something young man in my care used to come in for his daily 
appointment of counselling and physical monitoring. He would never be able to sit it 
out for 20 minutes; rather he would constantly be angry and intense, aggressively 
arguing as to why he shouldn’t do things our way. He talked a lot and listened little. 
Although he called me “mum”, he was impossible to work with! 
 
One day I decided to try something when he started his daily rant in my office. I 
prayed under my breath, “I bind you in the name of Jesus” then I prayed in tongues 
under my breath. I was confronting the powers of darkness that were influencing 
this chap’s mindset. 
 
“Arggghh!”, he said,  “What are you doing to me? I can’t speak! I just lost 
everything I was going to say to you!”  and so this day I was able to continue our 
meeting. Several of these progressive sessions later and he was successfully 
completing the treatment plan. In fact, he went on to give his life to Jesus, was 
baptised in our local church and entered a rehabilitation program! 
 
If only I had thought of that a little earlier, I thought to myself! See, I didn’t even 
need to confront him, I simply prayed and the problem resolved itself. 
 
In her book ‘The Prophetic Warrior’, Emma Stark, a church leader and speaker from 
Glasgow, reiterates the sense of authority which every believer can take hold of 
from the position of our Father’s hand. We are hidden in Jesus and seated in heaven 
the Bible tells us. Emma states that we are primarily spirit. Joseph Joubert, a French 
moralist, said “without the spiritual world the material world is a disheartening 
enigma.” 
 
So, in our quest to clean up the life of our church, we must first remember Romans 
chapter 8 verse 9: 
 
“But you are not in the realm of the flesh, but the realm of the spirit, if indeed the 
spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the spirit of Christ they do not 
belong to Christ.” 
 
Again, this is a call to behave like children by praying with authority – whatever you 
bind will be bound and then we can release and command a blessing in the situation 
we find ourselves in. 
 
So, to conclude: in a quest to represent God’s standards of holiness, let’s not fool 
ourselves in the process. Let’s remember that we are children of God our Father and 
we go out of this world the same way we came in – without position, or status or 
possessions – but with a true sense of belonging to our all-authoritative Father in 
Heaven. Let’s not neglect the way we speak to others, but do so with integrity. Let’s 
also not neglect our life of prayer with the Father, engaging in prayer to Him as we 
seek to bring light and life all about us. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayers 
A Prayer for Bath   
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love 
Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith 
Where there is despair, hope 
Where there is darkness, light 
And where there is sadness, joy 
 
O Divine Master, grant that I may 
Not so much seek to be consoled as to console 
To be understood, as to understand 
To be loved, as to love 
For it is in giving that we receive 
And it's in pardoning that we are pardoned 
And it's in dying that we are raised to Eternal Life 
Amen 
 
 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us;  
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 
 
The First Collect, for The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
Almighty and merciful God, of whose only gift it cometh that thy faithful people do 
unto thee true and laudable service: Grant, we beseech thee, that we may so 
faithfully serve thee in this life, that we fail not finally to attain thy heavenly 
promises; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Second Collect, for Peace 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom 
standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble 
servants in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may 
not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



The Third Collect, for Grace 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought 
us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and 
grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that 
all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always that is righteous in 
thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the Queen's Majesty. 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords, the only 
Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers upon earth: Most 
heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our most gracious Sovereign 
Lady, Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that 
she may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way. Endue her plenteously with 
heavenly gifts; grant her in health and wealth long to live; strengthen her that she 
may vanquish and overcome all her enemies; and finally after this life she may attain 
everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the Royal Family. 
Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, we humbly beseech thee to bless Philip 
Duke of Edinburgh, Charles Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family: Endue them 
with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them with thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all 
happiness; and bring them to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the Clergy and People. 
Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send down upon 
our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to their charge, the 
healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee, pour upon them 
the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our Advocate 
and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
For Deliverance from the Plague, or other common Sickness. 
O Lord God, who hast wounded us for our sins, and consumed us for our 
transgressions, by thy late heavy and dreadful visitation; and now, in the midst of 
judgement remembering mercy, hast redeemed our souls from the jaws of death: 
We offer unto thy fatherly goodness ourselves, our souls and bodies which thou hast 
delivered, to be a living sacrifice unto thee, always praising and magnifying thy 
mercies in the midst of thy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Concluding in Prayer 
 
A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are 
gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting 
us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
2 Corinthians 13. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 


