
 
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  

to our one Lord 

 

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 

♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 

Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 

 
 

 

 

Preparation 

 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Your faithful servants bless you. 

They make known the glory of your kingdom. 

 

 

Give thanks and praise God 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God,  

Ruler and judge of all,  

To you be praise and glory for ever. 

In the darkness of this age that is passing away 

May the light of your presence which the saints enjoy 

Surround our steps as we journey on. 

May we reflect your glory this day 

And so be made ready to see your face 

In the heavenly city where night shall be no more. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

  

All Saints Day 

Morning Prayer 

Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am  

(But God will hear our prayers anytime!) 

 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


A Song of the wilderness 

 
1    The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  ♦ 

the desert shall blossom and burst into song. 
2    They shall see the glory of the Lord,  ♦ 

the majesty of our God. 
3    Strengthen the weary hands,  ♦ 

and make firm the feeble knees. 
4    Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, 

    your God is coming with judgement,  ♦ 

coming with judgement to save you.’ 
5    Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  ♦ 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6    Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  ♦ 

and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 
7    For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  ♦ 

and streams in the desert; 
8    The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  ♦ 

with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
9    Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  ♦ 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Isaiah 35.1,2b–4a,4c–6,10 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 



Hymn   

 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us  

o'er the world's tempestuous sea;  

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,  

for we have no help but thee;  

yet possessing every blessing,  

if our God our Father be. 

 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;  

all our weakness thou dost know;  

thou didst tread this earth before us;  

thou didst feel its keenest woe;  

lone and dreary, faint and weary,  

through the desert thou didst go. 

 

Spirit of our God descending,  

fill our hearts with heavenly joy;  

love with every passion blending  

pleasure that can never cloy;  

thus provided, pardoned, guided,  

nothing can our peace destroy. 

♦ 

 

The Word of God   

 

Old Testament reading: Lamentations 3: 17-26, 31-33 
17 I have been deprived of peace; 

    I have forgotten what prosperity is. 
18 So I say, ‘My splendour is gone 

    and all that I had hoped from the Lord.’ 
19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, 

    the bitterness and the gall. 
20 I well remember them, 

    and my soul is downcast within me. 
21 Yet this I call to mind 

    and therefore I have hope: 
22 Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; 

    therefore I will wait for him.’ 
25 The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, 

    to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the Lord. 

31 For no one is cast off 

    by the Lord for ever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 

    so great is his unfailing love. 



33 For he does not willingly bring affliction 

    or grief to anyone. 

 

New Testament reading: John 6: 37-40 

37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him 
who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he 
has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who 
looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the 
last day.’ 

Reflection  

Lament and hope in the wilderness 

 

Lament and Hope in the Wilderness 

We are continuing our series exploring how we follow God in the wilderness. As individuals 

we each face wilderness seasons at some point in our lives. The dark night of the soul, 

some call it. Some of you may be able to look back and recall such an experience. Some 

may be living through a personal wilderness right now. Whilst recognising individual 

variation, we observe that globally creation and humanity are collectively in a wilderness 

season. What is unifying is that we do not emerge from wilderness the same as we enter. 

Change occurs, whether for good or bad, whether wittingly or not. Recognising that change 

happens, is necessary. 

It is my prayer, that whatever your circumstance, that this season of us unashamedly 

looking into the darker, harder times of life will build-up and equip us all for whatever the 

future may hold.  

 

Context 

Sometimes we find ourselves in the wilderness because we step-out in faith to unchartered 

territory: from Egypt towards a promise. We’ve been tracking with the Israelites through 

their experiences on the journey of faith.  

Sometimes wilderness is thrust upon us from a broken world and hurting people. Like the 

pain and disorientation of bereavement that we remember this weekend.  

Sometimes, like today's wilderness experience, it is the effect of us wandering away from 

the Holy way of God, when we find ourselves outside the blessings of the promise, 

oppressed by the world once again. 

 

Today’s glimpse of God’s people suffering in the wilderness is jumping us out of the Sinai 

desert and into a different time and place.  

We pick-up their story after generations of God’s people have been settled in the promised 

land, built homes, become established. They are not wandering in the desert waiting for the 

promise to be fulfilled – they’ve tasted and seen the goodness of the promise. In the desert 

wilderness they had set-up temporary meeting places: tabernacles for the Lord’s presence 

to visit them. Once settled in the Promised Land, their beloved city of God: Jerusalem, 

became the permanent dwelling of God amongst His people. The place of promises fulfilled.  

If they’re living the dream, why a book of lamentations?  

This time, God’s people are in the wilderness of exile. As a consequence of their 

unfaithfulness to God, their promised land had been invaded and the people carried-off into 

exile in Babylon. Now, the dark night of the soul has been imposed, forced upon them by 

the work of an enemy invasion and power struggle. Slaves in a foreign land once again. 

 



In their exile, we hear the heart-wrenching lament as they recall the destruction of the 

Temple in Jerusalem, the crushing of the sign of the promise. The joy of their salvation 

quashed. 

 

Lamenting is not a common word for us today. A lament is a passionate expression of grief, 

of intense sorrow, often with loud wailing and mournful songs. 

Grief is an outworking of love. God is love and so God grieves. God laments. 

 

The book of Lamentations is an eloquent expression of grief that helped the survivors come 

to terms with the calamity they had experienced.  

This message has continued to reverberate through subsequent ages and is able to 

encompass the sorrows of the world. I have recently re-read all five poems and they are 

beautiful yet agonising to read.  

 

Lament 

We learn that God does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone or allow such things. His lament 

over injustice, sickness and death is far greater than that of all humankind combined. When 

we lament in prayer, we are not telling God something that is remote from Him, but we’re 

entering into sharing His passion, His self-sacrifice for the world He loves. 

One of my frequent prayers is simply, Jesus – teach me how to pray. If any of you have 

really tried it, you may have noticed praying can be hard. This season I’m especially asking 

Jesus to teach me how to lament in prayer. 

Often in western Christianity, we have overplayed the desire to be polite, reserved, devoid 

of emotion in prayer. We’ve made prayer “frightfully beige!” It has done a disservice to 

ourselves, to the world around us and even to God. 

 

For us to pray in spirit and truth, there will be times of travailing, letting our hearts ache and 

break for what weighs on the heart of God Himself. Times to grieve for injustices and 

suffering in others. To weep. To shout. To wail. 

And how do we lament? I haven’t mastered it, but I’m starting with using some classic 

psalms of lament: like psalms 22, 44, 60 and 88. I’m bringing a person or situation before 

God and using the words of one of these psalms crying-out to God for restoration and 

reconciliation. You could try writing your own psalm of lament. 

 

Hope 

The book of lamentations is five chapters or poems. Right at the heart of this book are the 

evocative words we heard today that lift our gaze from the pain, sackcloth and ashes. This 

is key for us to hear. Please hear this. We are called to join with God in lamenting, but as a 

people of hope, a people called into the promise of fullness of life. The heartbeat of the 

lamentation is one of hope and enjoyment of the goodness of God. 

Without hope we would become hopeless and unable to bear the heartache of entering the 

valley of the shadow of death. Our soul bowed down within us. With our Good Shepherd, 

the One who is our sure and certain hope, we can be led through in the way of His self-

sacrificing passion for others. 

We are reminded to call to mind, in the heart of every prayer, every pain, these everlasting 

truths about our Good Shepherd God: 

o His love his steadfast and never ceases. That is, God’s love is strong, unwavering, 

consistent, and everlasting. 

o His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning. God’s mercy is not 

rationed, it is fresh and always available. 

o God’s faithfulness is great. Great, as is mighty and powerful, majestic and glorious. 

He is faithful to His own hope for reconciliation, restoration, redemption. 



In the heart of our lamenting, we must be a people holding on to hope based on who our 

God is: steadfast in love, merciful and faithful. Jesus of course is our perfect example. One 

who laments over Jerusalem, is our living hope and embodies this steadfast love, mercy and 

faithfulness. 

 

So what? 

I suggest wilderness changes people. How we respond to wilderness can change the 

outcome for us and our community. 

We are children of the promised land, rooted and established in God’s faithful love so as we 

give ourselves in the loving act of lamenting, we must always hold-on to hope. 

I will end with reading psalm 126, the words of rejoicing when the people saw the fruit of 

their lamenting – they saw the restoration of God’s promise as they returned to Jerusalem 

and anticipated future restoration. 

 

Psalm 126 
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  

    we were like those who dream. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, 

    ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
3 The Lord has done great things for us, 

    and we rejoiced. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

    like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
5 May those who sow in tears 

    reap with shouts of joy. 
6 Those who go out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    carrying their sheaves. 

 

Let it be so. Amen. 

 

Intercessions   

 

As I say, “Lord, in your unending mercy” – you reply: “hear our prayer” 

Lord Jesus, we thank and praise you for revealing God’s good shepherding to us. We are 

humbled and enjoy your grace of walking with us through the valley of the shadow of death. 

We thank you that you do not willingly watch suffering but are never distant or 

disinterested. How we marvel at your goodness and praise you our Lord and Good 

Shepherd. 

Lord Jesus, graciously teach us how to pray. 

Good Shepherd, teach us how to lament with hope. 

“Lord, in your unending mercy” – “hear our prayer” 

 

On this All Saints Day, we recall those well-known saints of our faith who have partnered 

with God in self-sacrificial ways. We thank you Lord for their inspirational examples to us, in 

particular that of Saint Matthew and Saint Thomas a Becket. We also call to mind the 



everyday saints of our faith journey: those people who inspired us to follow Jesus, those 

people who taught us to pray and serve Him as Lord. In a moment of quiet, let us give 

thanks for those people God has used to help us on our way. 

“Lord, in your unending mercy” – “hear our prayer” 

 

For those in our families, our communities, our leaders and across the world who do not yet 

believe Jesus is the Son of God, we humble ask for your mercy for them. For where we have 

not been faithful witnesses to the hope we hold, have mercy on us. We thank you God, that 

your love is steadfast, mercies are endless and fresh every morning. And we pray that your 

love may be more widely known through our families, our communities and the world. 

“Lord, in your unending mercy” – “hear our prayer” 

 

We pray for the restoration of peace to Jerusalem. We bless Jerusalem with the knowledge 

of the love of God for all people. For leaders and diplomats, we implore you God for wisdom 

and humility in negotiations. For the work of the Red Cross in Gaza and other troubled areas 

in the Holy Land, we pray for your protection and provision. 

“Lord, in your unending mercy” – “hear our prayer” 

 

At this time of year, we particularly remember those we have loved and lost. We give you 

thanks God for the relationships we have enjoyed and pray that you will comfort all those 

who are grieving at this time. A moment to name people who are grieving before God. 

Thank you for your comfort, Lord. 

“Lord, in your unending mercy” – “hear our prayer” 

 

Lord, grant that we may see you more clearly, 

love you more dearly,  

and follow you more nearly, 

day by day. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  

Amen 

 

♦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Collect 

 

Almighty God, 

you have knit together your elect 

in one communion and fellowship 

in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: 

grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints 

in all virtuous and godly living 

that we may come to those inexpressible joys 

that you have prepared for those who truly love you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.  

♦ 

 

To Conclude 

 

May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, 

Bring us to reign with him in glory. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


