
 

 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  

to our one Lord. Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am. 

 

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 

♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 

Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 

 
 

 

Preparation 

 

O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Your faithful servants bless you. 

They make known the glory of your kingdom. 

 

 

Give thanks and praise God 

 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God,  

Ruler and judge of all,  

To you be praise and glory for ever. 

In the darkness of this age that is passing away 

May the light of your presence which the saints enjoy 

Surround our steps as we journey on. 

May we reflect your glory this day 

And so be made ready to see your face 

In the heavenly city where night shall be no more. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

  

 

Christ the King 

The Sunday next before Advent 

Morning Prayer 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


A Song of the wilderness 

 
1    The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  ♦ 

the desert shall blossom and burst into song. 
2    They shall see the glory of the Lord,  ♦ 

the majesty of our God. 
3    Strengthen the weary hands,  ♦ 

and make firm the feeble knees. 
4    Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, 

    your God is coming with judgement,  ♦ 

coming with judgement to save you.’ 
5    Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  ♦ 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6    Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  ♦ 

and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 
7    For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  ♦ 

and streams in the desert; 
8    The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  ♦ 

with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
9    Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  ♦ 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Isaiah 35.1,2b–4a,4c–6,10 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 



Hymn   

 

O worship the King, all glorious above! 

O gratefully sing his power and his love! 

Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 

pavilioned in splendour, and girded with praise. 

 

O tell of his might! O sing of his grace! 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth, with its store of wonders untold, 

Almighty, thy power hath founded of old, 

hath 'stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 

and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 

Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air; it shines in the light; 

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 

and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 

 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 

in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 

thy mercies, how tender! How firm to the end! 

Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

♦ 

The Word of God   

 

Old Testament reading: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 

 

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is 

opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all 

Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western 

Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as 

Zoar. The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 

Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but 

you shall not cross over there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land 

of Moab, at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite 

Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty 

years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The 

Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for 

Moses was ended. 

 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on 

him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses. 

Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 

face. He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in 

the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the 

mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all 

Israel. 

 



New Testament reading: Matthew 22: 34-46 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?”  

He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 

and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 

and the prophets.” 

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: “What do 

you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said 

to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

“Sit at my right hand, 

until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an 

answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

 

Reflection from Revd Tim Buckley   

 

Over the last few weeks we have been journeying with Moses and the people of God 

through victory, tumult, turmoil and triumph. Today, in one sense, we come to a new 

beginning, but one that begins with an ending; the end of a story of wilderness wandering - 

the story of Moses and the Exodus. We come to the end of the book of Deuteronomy and 

the end of the portion of the Bible known as the Torah or the Pentateuch. 

 

After forty years of wandering through the wilderness, the people of Israel are poised to 

enter the land promised to their ancestors long ago. But at this important juncture of the 

narrative, the story that occupies our attention is the apparent heartbreak of the death of 

Moses. His life has spanned the last four biblical books: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 

Deuteronomy, figuring prominently in almost every story detailed. For 40 years Moses has 

led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, to Mt. Sinai, through a wilderness of trials, to find 

themselves now on the cusp of the Promised Land, about to enter into the promise God 

made so many generations ago to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

I love Moses epitaph in verse 7 – did you notice it? “Moses was one hundred and twenty 

years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigour had not abated.” 

 

Moses didn’t go out with a whimper, he was fighting fit and still a man of great 20:20 vision 

both physically and spiritually which wasn’t just helpful for him to see the vast sweep of the 

land before him, but actually served to help God’s people see the Lord more clearly, with the 

chapter ending by remembering the wonderful things that Moses did “in the eyes of all 

Israel” (34:12). 

 

But of course, the kicker, as we heard a few weeks ago, is that Moses never gets to enter 

the land…Enter it? No - but he is given this extraordinary vision of it. Starting in the north, 

and sweeping west and south, Moses sees the vastness of the land that God is giving the 

Israelites. Standing on the border of that land, Moses enters into the fulfilment of the 



promises God had made so long ago to his people. As the writer of Hebrew tells us later, 

Moses “died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance [he] saw and 

greeted them” (Heb 11:13). 

 

And so, like Moses, many of us who listen to his story and this sermon, will readily identify 

with and also know something of disappointment and unfulfilled dreams. Lots of us, 

particularly in these days as we wait for an anticipated Covid vaccine, will recognize the 

feeling of being in a now-and-not-yet time, trusting in promises that have not yet been fully 

realized, but nevertheless living by faith.  

 

It’s an account that resonates for us as Christians as we approach the advent season, as we 

remember again, the now-and-not-yet time between Christ’s first and second coming – a 

time of hope and light, but also one of shadows and longing, a yearning for his triumphal 

return. 

 

And for me, one of the most striking and memorable uses of this passage, was in the 

speech given by Dr Martin Luther King in Memphis, on April 3, 1968 - the night before he 

was tragically assassinated. These are his words 

“Well, I don’t know what will happen now. We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But 

it doesn’t matter with me now. Because I’ve been to the mountaintop. And I don’t 

mind. Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m 

not concerned about that now. I just want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to 

go up to the mountain. And I’ve looked over. And I’ve seen the promised land. I may 

not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight that we, as a people will get 

to the promised land.” 

 

This God-fearing eloquent champion of the poor and oppressed, a modern-day prophet if 

you like, used the story of Israel’s first great prophet, to speak of hope and faith to a people 

who desperately needed both. Sadly today, in nations still divided by race and injustice, his 

message is just as important for us to all hear again. 

 

So Moses story continues to speak to us today who, even in the midst of disappointment, 

live by faith in the God of Moses, the God who does indeed fulfil His promises. The God, 

who as Corinthians 1 tells us “In Christ, all the promises of God are Yes and Amen.” 

 

…Which brings me to my final thoughts for today. Traditionally this Sunday, the ‘Sunday of 

Christ the King’, is a day that the global church remembers and celebrates the ultimate 

authority of Christ over his Kingdom, on earth and in heaven. That’s a message of hope and 

good news that we should cling to though these traumatic times, to look to Golgotha’s hill 

and join with Christians down the many dark and challenging ages – that though these days 

may feel pained and overwhelming - we rejoice in the one who wields ultimate power – the 

supremacy of the King of Love. 

 

You know, today was always also known as 'Stir-Up Sunday' – so named because of the old 

collect or prayer used for today: 'Stir up, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people.'  

Traditionally, this collect, the week before the advent season begins, served as a timely 

reminder to cooks everywhere to get on and prepare the Christmas puddings, to give them 

a stir! 

  

Maybe these days, most of us get our puddings from M&S with not many stirring up their 

own – but this ancient prayer from the 1662 Prayer Book is still there in Common Worship 

as one of the 2 collects for today – and you know what – it’s a good prayer! 

 



Stir up, O Lord, 

the wills of your faithful people, 

that they, bringing forth the fruit of good works, 

may by you be richly rewarded; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

A faithful people, stirred into action, stirred in their hearts by the love of Jesus and the 

power of the Holy Spirit… and to do what, you may ask, in these complicated days?  

 

…Well how about simply going back to the greatest of commandments – to “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind… And ‘love your 

neighbour as yourself.” 

 

Sometimes we can over spiritualise this passage and like the Expert in the law from St 

Luke’s account, wonder who then our neighbour might be?....So what if for us, in these days 

of lockdown, in seeking to be obedient to this heartbeat longing of God, we literally stand on 

our doorstep, with a renewed 20:20 vision and look at the land we find ourselves in, land 

that God has placed us in, that He’s given us - and then having looked with eyes of faith - 

step out towards our very neighbours with the good news of an all-conquering, sea splitting, 

heavenly providing, death defeating, King of Kings and Lord of hope. 

 

For that is some good news that this world is longing to hear! 

Amen 

 

Intercessions from Jill Oldham   

 

As followers of Christ, let us pray to our loving Father in heaven. 

 

Father, help us all in your Church to understand what it really means to love and serve you. 

At times of testing, strengthen us; 

at unexpected or undeserved suffering, support us; 

at the end of our energy, revive us; 

and teach us through it all the inexplicable peace and joy that comes from doing your will. 

Lord in your mercy ….. hear our prayer 

 

Father, have mercy on us for the misdirected use of time, money and resources in this 

world. 

In the struggle against evil and sin empower us, so that justice and righteousness are 

established, upheld and celebrated, as hearts rejoice in the freedom of all that is good. 

Lord in your mercy ….. hear our prayer 

 

Father, renew our commitment to your loving in all our relationships, our work and our 

prayer.  

In the hard choices, give us wisdom; 

in the painful decisions, affirm our judgements; 

and may our words speak your truth, whether that is to encourage, to comfort or to 

challenge. 

Lord in your mercy ….. hear our prayer 

 

Father, we stand alongside all those who are suffering in body, mind or spirit, and who long 

for your healing and comfort, your strength for perseverance and your patience in the dark 

times. 



We ask that your living Spirit envelop and sustain them; 

and in a moment of quiet, we bring before you those known to us personally who are in 

need of our prayerful support. 

Lord in your mercy ….. hear our prayer 

 

Creator God, we thank you for this day and this Widcombe church family; 

and we thank you for your love which surrounds us all, this day and always. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ.  

Amen 

 

♦ 

 

The Collect 

 

Eternal Father, 

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.  

 

♦ 

 

To Conclude 

 

May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, 

Bring us to reign with him in glory. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  


