
 
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord 

 
You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 

♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 
Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 
 

 
 
 
Preparation 
 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Your faithful servants bless you. 

They make known the glory of your kingdom. 
 
 
Give thanks and praise God 
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign God,  
Ruler and judge of all,  
To you be praise and glory for ever. 
In the darkness of this age that is passing away 
May the light of your presence which the saints enjoy 
Surround our steps as we journey on. 
May we reflect your glory this day 
And so be made ready to see your face 
In the heavenly city where night shall be no more. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  

Second Sunday before Advent 

Morning Prayer 

Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am  

(But God will hear our prayers anytime!) 

 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


A Song of the w ilderness 
 
1    The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  ♦ 
the desert shall blossom and burst into song. 
2    They shall see the glory of the Lord,  ♦ 
the majesty of our God. 
3    Strengthen the weary hands,  ♦ 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
4    Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, 
    your God is coming with judgement,  ♦ 
coming with judgement to save you.’ 
5    Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  ♦ 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6    Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  ♦ 
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 
7    For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  ♦ 
and streams in the desert; 
8    The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  ♦ 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
9    Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  ♦ 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Isaiah 35.1,2b–4a,4c–6,10 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



Hymn   
 
Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our eternal home. 

Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Thy Saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defence is sure. 

Before the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 

A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 
Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 
They fly, forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 

Our God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal home. 
♦ 
 

The Word of God   
 

Old Testament reading: Exodus Chapter 33, verses 12 - 23 
 

Moses said to the LORD, "See, you have said to me, 'Bring up this people'; but you have not 
let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know you by name, and you 
have also found favour in my sight. 'Now if I have found favour in your sight, show me your 
ways, so that I may know you and find favour in your sight. Consider too that this nation is 
your people." 

He said, "My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 

And he said to him, "If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here. 
For how shall it be known that I have found favour in your sight, I and your people, unless 
you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on 
the face of the earth. 

The LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have found 
favour in my sight, and I know you by name." 

Moses said, "Show me your glory, I pray." 



And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before you the 
name, 'The LORD'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy 
on whom I will show mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me 
and live." 
 

And the LORD continued, "See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; 
and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with 
my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back; 
but my face shall not be seen." 

 
 

New Testament reading: Matthew Chapter 22, verses 15-22  

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 
 
So they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 
 
Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 
 
But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
 
Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 
 
Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?" 
 
They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the 
things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 
 
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

Reflection from Sarah Sanderson   
 
When was the last time you had a good chat and quality time with God?  I don’t mean those 
arrow prayers – Lord please help me do this, or please help so and so.  Or the random 
questions that we throw out – why Lord is life so hard, and then not waiting for an answer.  
Or even doing your bible reading or prayers for the morning and thinking that’s done, but 
not actually connecting with our loving Father?  If you are in a wilderness time, this can be 
really hard, especially if God does not seem to be with you. 

In Exodus 33, we see God and Moses having a discussion in the Tent of Meeting – their 
meeting place.  It’s interesting to note that the Tent of Meeting was outside the camp – 
away from the sin that so easily surrounds all of us. So Moses and the Lord are having a 



chat. However, if we look back a bit, we can see that this comes after Moses had been up 
Mount Sinai for 40 days receiving the Ten Commandments, laws and instructions.  He 
comes down from having had this amazing encounter with God and is faced with the 
Israelites, who have built a golden calf and started having a party saying that this calf has 
brought them out of Egypt.   

I don’t know about you, but this kind of thing has happened to me.  We encounter God only 
to straight away encounter some sin in your own life or others, which seems to nullify the 
vision you’ve had from the Lord.  It takes away from it and makes you doubt whether it 
happened, did God really speak to you?  Many of us can doubt what we heard and shy away 
from what the Lord has asked us to do or be.   

After Moses had dealt with the calf, the Lord says that the Israelites can still go to the 
promised land but that He will not go with them, He’ll just send an angel with them.  Moses, 
not happy, goes straight to the Tent of Meeting and challenges God.   

Moses starts with reminding God of His promises.  What promises can we remind God of 
when He seems so far away and when life is chucking rubbish at us?  Perhaps – Isaiah 43 “I 
will be you,” John 14 “I give you peace,” Romans 8 “Nothing can separate us from the love 
of God.”  Moses reminds Him that he has known Him by name and has found favour in 
God’s sight.  Do you know that you have found favour in God’s sight or are you trying to 
earn that favour; thinking if I do my best, go to church (or listen to the service!) I will have 
earned my place in heaven?  Romans says all have sinned and fall short.  No matter how 
good we are, we cannot earn that favour that Moses was so sure of.  However, when we 
confess Jesus as Lord, we are able to enter into that holy place.  Enter like Moses did into 
the tent and face God unashamed and bask in his favour. We are so blessed through what 
Jesus has done on the cross that we can enter into the Father’s presence and hear his voice 
and know His love for us.   

Back in Exodus 33, Moses, however, is not satisfied with favour just for him.  He is not 
content to move from this place unless God goes with him and the people whom God has 
called him to.  Sometimes, especially in a wilderness, are you tempted to go on without 
God?  Perhaps we have a good idea, something that seems right to us and before praying 
and seeking God, we jump in and find that it falls flat on its face.  We moved to Bath just 
over 5 years ago for me to take up a part time role at a church.  My husband, Tim, (who 
admittedly did not want to move to Bath) refused to go unless he was sure that God was in 
it – to the extent that among other fleeces he lay down, he asked me to withdraw my 
application and prayed (without my knowledge!) that if this really was God that I would get 
offered the job even though I’d withdrawn.  I wouldn’t recommend this method for every 



job! However, on this occasion, God used this to convince Tim that we really were meant to 
move and that he would be with us.   

Moses’ reasons for God going with him was so that others would see God.  Do we want God 
to go with us to look good, or to give glory to God?  I often pray would this thing go well or 
this other thing, but I sometimes have to look and think – what is my motivation?  I have 
struggled with this sometimes as a runner.  Do I run well to win, and to feel good?  Or do I 
do it to glorify God?  Can I run, so that people know that God is with me? 

Moses is still not satisfied with just God’s presence and wants to see God’s glory too.  I have 
been part of a number of different denominations of churches and it is very interesting to 
compare how different churches connect with God.  In many charismatic circles, there is a 
need to push into God’s presence.  To desperately seek after God’s presence and to see his 
glory.  This is good because, often in these places, miracles happen and people experience 
the goodness of God.  I have found in more traditional settings, people walk into church and 
just know that God is there.  There is no hype and there is no hunger for more, however, 
there is a beautiful acceptance of God being there.  This is great, however, these special 
places where the gap between heaven and earth is thin, and God’s presence is tangible, 
need to be found at the moment in places other than our closed churches.  Jenny is going 
to be encouraging us all to have prayer spaces where we can connect with God, and 
intercede (listen and talk) for ourselves, our neighbours, this nation and the world and listen 
to God like Moses in our own special Tent of Meeting.  Perhaps yours will be in the middle of 
your camp – like the tabernacle – where you do life.  Perhaps, like the Tent of Meeting, it 
will be out of the way, out of the busyness of life where you can retreat and find the favour 
of God which rests upon you. Perhaps it will be a set location, or perhaps it will be an 
activity like when you walk or, like me, run.  

Jesus died so that you might know God’s love, know Him in the way Moses did and talk face 
to face.  Don’t let the silence, the heartache, the confusion, and the anxiety stop you from 
going into the Tent of Meeting that Jesus has opened up to you so that you can hear His still 
small voice of calm, His whisper in the night and His love and peace that surrounds us when 
all is going wrong and the rest of the world has turned upside down. 

Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Intercessions from Susan Wiggin   
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

Philippians 4:6 

 

Lord, create in us fresh hearts of confidence and comfort as we share our fears and 
thoughts with you. 

 

Heavenly Father, 

We ask you to bless our clergy….for Bishop Peter as he faces further treatment….for Tim, 
Jenny, Judith, Sarah and Mary as they seek to lead us in your ways at this difficult time. 

Bless the mission of the church and help us to build up one another in the faith that each of 
us may use our talents to the benefit of others and to Your glory. 

Guide your church that it may show Your light and love as it seeks to reveal your kingdom. 

 

We pray for all those in authority. 

For Elizabeth our queen 

For her government, that you would bless them with heavenly wisdom as they deal with the 
problems set before them. 

We pray for the peoples of the United States of America. 

Grant them patience and understanding as they strive to live in peace with one another 
following the presidential elections. 

Let your light flood the darkness in our world and make us bearers of your healing for 
relationships, your delight in this planet and your outrageously generous forgiveness on 
which we all depend. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, Amen. 

 

We bring before you all those affected by the pandemic and give thanks for the 
breakthrough in developing a vaccine to fight the Covid virus. 

 



We pray for all those who are sick or anxious…. for those known to us who await surgery. 
In your goodness, Lord, we ask for your protection over them, for comfort and healing. 

We give thanks for loved ones departed, thinking especially at this time of our dear friend Jo 
Stockley. 

We pray for her family and friends as they mourn. 

Enfold them in Your Love, Lord, and let them be aware of You at their side. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  
Amen 
 
♦ 
 
The Collect 
 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed  

to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
♦ 
 
 



 
To Conclude 
 
May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, 
Bring us to reign with him in glory. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  


	New Testament reading: Matthew Chapter 22, verses 15-22

