
 
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord 

 
You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 

♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 
Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 
 

 
The purpose of our act of worship this Remembrance Sunday 

In the presence of God: 
we commit ourselves to work 

in penitence and faith 
for reconciliation between the nations, 

that all people may, together, 
live in freedom, justice and peace. 

We pray for all 
who in bereavement, disability and pain 

continue to suffer the consequences of fighting and terror. 
We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow 

those whose lives, 
in world wars and conflicts past and present, 

have been given and taken away. 
 
Preparation 
 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Your faithful servants bless you. 

They make known the glory of your kingdom. 
 
 
This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 
the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning.      Lamentations 3.21-23 
 
A Song of the w ilderness 
 
1    The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  ♦ 
the desert shall blossom and burst into song. 
2    They shall see the glory of the Lord,  ♦ 
the majesty of our God. 
3    Strengthen the weary hands,  ♦ 

Remembrance Sunday 

Morning Prayer 

Dispersed community prayer at 10:45am  

(But God will hear our prayers anytime!) 
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and make firm the feeble knees. 
4    Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not, 
    your God is coming with judgement,  ♦ 
coming with judgement to save you.’ 
5    Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  ♦ 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6    Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  ♦ 
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy. 
7    For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  ♦ 
and streams in the desert; 
8    The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  ♦ 
with everlasting joy upon their heads. 
9    Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  ♦ 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Isaiah 35.1,2b–4a,4c–6,10 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

An Act of Remembrance     
Let us remember before God, 
and commend to his safe keeping, 
those who have died for their country in war; 
those whom we knew, and whose memory we treasure; 
and all who have lived and died 
in the service of the peoples of the world. 
 
   
 

 
They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow old; 
age shall not weary them, 
nor the years condemn. 
 
At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning, 
we will remember them. 
We will remember them. 
 
 Silence kept for two minutes  
 



 
 
The Kohima Epitaph 
When you go home 
tell them of us and say, 
for your tomorrow 
we gave our today. 
 
   
 
Ever-living God, 
we remember those whom you have gathered from the storm of war 
into the peace of your presence; 
may that same peace calm our fears, 
bring justice to all peoples 
and establish harmony among the nations, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
An Act of Commitment 
Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God 
and our fellow men and women: 
that we may help, encourage and comfort others, 
and support those working for the relief of the needy 
and for the peace and welfare of the nations. 
 
Lord God our Father, 
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, 
in the cause of peace, 
for the relief of want and suffering, 
and for the praise of your name. 
Guide us by your Spirit; 
give us wisdom; 
give us courage; 
give us hope; 
and keep us faithful now and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
A Prayer of Commemoration 
Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
An Act of Penitence 
Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; 
its pride, its selfishness, its greed; 



its evil divisions and hatreds. 
Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 
and our failure to seek and establish that peace 
which God wills for his children. 
 
Pause to reflect 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
and keep us in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 



and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
♦ 
 

The Word of God   
 

Old Testament reading: Psalm 91. Assurance of God’s Protection 
 
1 You who live in the shelter of the Most High, 
    who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,  
2 will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress; 
    my God, in whom I trust.’ 
3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler 
    and from the deadly pestilence; 
4 he will cover you with his pinions, 
    and under his wings you will find refuge; 
    his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 
5 You will not fear the terror of the night, 
    or the arrow that flies by day, 
6 or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 
    or the destruction that wastes at noonday. 
 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 
    ten thousand at your right hand, 
    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only look with your eyes 
    and see the punishment of the wicked. 
 
9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge,  
    the Most High your dwelling-place, 
10 no evil shall befall you, 
    no scourge come near your tent. 
 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you in all your ways. 
12 On their hands they will bear you up, 
    so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the adder, 
    the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. 
 
14 Those who love me, I will deliver; 
    I will protect those who know my name. 
15 When they call to me, I will answer them; 
    I will be with them in trouble, 
    I will rescue them and honour them. 
16 With long life I will satisfy them, 
    and show them my salvation. 
 
New Testament reading: Matthew: 25: 1-13. The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids 
 



‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish 
took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at 
midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then 
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, “Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise replied, “No! there will not 
be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 
yourselves.” 10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I 
do not know you.” 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.  
 

Reflection  

I recently found out that according to Jewish tradition, if a psalm is not 
attributed to anyone, then the credit should go to the author of the previous 
psalm. 

Now, perhaps it’s not a massive deal, but interestingly, this would mean that 
today’s reading of Psalm 91 would have been composed by Moses, which is 
fascinating in that the theme of the psalm very much fits the experience of 
Israel in the wilderness in several remarkable ways.  

Interestingly, as an aside, it’s also the psalm that the devil quotes in an 
attempt to subvert the journey of Jesus towards the cross during His deeply 
symbolic 40 day wilderness travail in the desert. 

So what can we learn from this powerful and emotive psalm and what does 
today’s gospel reading exhort us to be mindful in these days? 

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the 
Almighty. I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, 
in whom I trust." Psalm 91:1-2 

I want to say this unequivocally - The shadow of the Almighty is not just a 
good place to dwell – it is the only true safe place to dwell. 

We in these days are facing multiple worries and challenges – yet whatever 
troubles we face today, God is the place of refuge we should, can and must 
run to. We can so quickly temporarily look to a multitude of things to sustain 
and comfort us, but He alone is our true safe place. 

The word “dwell” used in this verse actually means, “to take up permanent 
residence in.” So I wonder what that might look like for us in our 21st century 
world? Surely he’s not expecting us to live a monastic, ascetic or super-
religious, detached existence? …No – He’s not! But he is reminding us to stay 
in His presence, daily looking for Him and to Him – to make our pursuit of and 



hunger for God our natural default, like a child when in a crowd naturally 
reaching for the hand of a father or mother. 

I’m reminded of that famous 19th and early 20th-century advertising icon and 
trademark used to promote the now famous British record label HMV. It’s the 
image of a Jack Russell dog called Nipper, gazing longingly, with focused 
attention into the trumpet of a phonograph. You remember the image? Well 
the original painting was called “His Master’s Voice.” HMV. 

It’s a picture of stillness, devotion, trust and dependency that drowns out 
other deafening noises, to allow the clarity and still quiet voice of the master 
who speaks with love and seeks to protect, nurture and shield. 

God’s Word says if we do that, if we dwell, then we will rest in the very 
‘shadow of the Almighty’. … Rest. It’s something that we all so desperately 
need. Not a fleeting rest that maybe 40 winks can give us – but a true inner 
rest - a place of green pastures, of still waters, the restoration of the soul, 
that only the Good Shepherd can offer to us. 

Shadows by definition are a place of protection or covering, they provide relief 
from the heat of the day, a heat and toil that Moses would have been only too 
aware of. In severe exhausting, draining heat, shade is the place we long for 
and run to, to rest, to recover from pressure and stress that can seem as 
stifling as any hot desert sun.  

And so the Master speaks to us, longing for us to hear His voice in these 
troubled days - “Walk in my shadow, close to my side.” It’s a safe place that 
brings stability and strength, comfort and joy.  His shade, His shadow, His 
Immanuel Peace. 

So how does that sound? And how do we do that? How do we dwell? Well, we 
need to find rhythms and patterns that work for us. Some of you will love 
stillness and silence – prayerfully meditating or reflecting on His goodness and 
promises. I love to pray as I walk, particularly in the beauty of creation. 
Worship in song too is wonderful in helping us to be thankful and mindful of 
God’s holiness, power and majesty. And along with this, we also need to feast 
on God’s word: It’s food for the soul and speaks truth into our lives. Reading 
the gospels or the psalms a little each day is a great start and there are many 
daily Bible study guides available which can really help. 

But most simply, it all begins with our simple heartfelt pursuit of God. 
Sometimes, often unintentionally, in the busyness or challenges of life, we 
look to our own resources, or seek to simply get by on our own. We forget 



that what we need most, what we’re made for, is to have fellowship and 
intimacy with our Creator. At great cost to ourselves and the world, we too 
easily neglect God's protection and the comfort of His presence, which is 
freely available to all who turn to him, love Him and walk under His covering. 

Psalm 91 then, is a psalm filled with promise, filled with the goodness and 
power of God and of the Lord’s never-ending pledge to nurture those who 
look to Him and recognise their need of His saving power. 

Listen again to His words: 

Those who love me, I will deliver; 
    I will protect those who know my name. 

15 When they call to me, I will answer them; 
    I will be with them in trouble, 

    I will rescue them and honour them. 
16 With long life I will satisfy them, 
    and show them my salvation. 

In the midst of great darkness in this world, we need God’s light to make a 
way for us. 

Yet in this Psalm we hear our Master’s voice, words that are sure, strong, and 
true. His voice of truth assures us, that in all our wanderings, whether on 
mountain tops, in wilderness wastelands or though darkened valleys, He 
reminds us that we are never alone.  

For though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, He is with us. 
The shadow of the Almighty has conquered the shadow of death – for death 
in Him, the Prince of Peace and Author of Life, has been defeated and for 
ever lost its sting. 

This day and every day, may you remember to look to Him afresh and find 
true rest in the saving shadow of the cross and under the shadow of His 
wings. 

 

Hymn   
 
 
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide; 
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide: 
when other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 



 
Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 
earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
change and decay in all around I see: 
O thou who changest not, abide with me. 
 
I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death's dark sting? where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 
Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 
heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; 
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 
Intercessions   
 
On this Remembrance Sunday, we bring before the God of peace our prayers for the world, 
the church and all His people. 
 
Merciful God, at this time of national lockdown, we pray for peace in our hearts and homes, 
In our nations and our world, 
The peace which is your will, 
The peace which is so longed for. 
 
We remember today O Lord all those who have died in any kind of war throughout your 
world, soldiers who perished in the horror of battle, innocent people buried beneath the 
rubble from bomb attacks, men, women and children who have suffered through the ages 
 
Today we remember especially those victims of the two world wars including those close to 
us, or to our parents and grandparents. We remember those who came home with terrible 
injuries, both physical and psychological and those whose loved ones never returned.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Remembering the conflicts of the past and the sacrifices which were made, we pray for a 
world where war sadly continues. Lord as we remember those who have lost their lives, help 
us to renew our fight against cruelty and injustice, against prejudice, tyranny and 
oppression. We cry out to you in the darkness of our divided world. Lord hear our prayer for 
the multitudes in every country who do not want war and are ready to walk the path of 
peace. May their voice be heard and may they not lose heart. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, we pray for the leaders of the nations at this time, asking you to pour out your 
spirit of reconciliation on them. Give them a longing to bring freedom from fear and freedom 
from want for all peoples. Give strength and courage to those who bear heavy 
responsibilities for the peace of the world. We pray also for your worldwide Church, called to 
witness to your love in this generation. May Christians work with all men of goodwill to 
break down the barriers which divide people and build a community where there is harmony 
and understanding. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  



Merciful God, we pray for all who face difficulties in their personal lives - problems in their 
families, in their friendships, in their neighbourhoods or in their workplace. In these days of 
trial and adversity, instability and anxiety, we pray for patient faith in times of uncertainty 
and the light of your gospel to shine brightly in the darkness. Show us when we can help 
and give support to others around us . 
 
On this day of remembrance our hearts and prayers go out to all who mourn the loss of 
those we have loved. Give us strength and understanding to honour and cherish the gift of 
their lives. Help all those who are bereaved to find the same consolation that in the 
knowledge of your love, they may honour the past by looking to the future.  
 
Jesus Christ is the light of the world, a light which no darkness can quench, a light which 
eternally shines and brings hope. 
 
You turn our darkness into light in your light shall we see light 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord Finally, a prayer for ourselves that we may all put our confidence in you: 
O Lord you know we can so easily become overwhelmed with fear and foreboding.  
Give us courage and deepen our trust.  
You are our rock which nothing can shatter. 
On you we place the whole weight of our lives. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  
Amen 
 
♦ 
 
A Prayer for the Armed Forces 
 
Almighty God, 
stretch forth your mighty arm 
to strengthen and protect the armed forces: 
grant that meeting danger with courage 
and all occasions with discipline and loyalty, 
they may truly serve the cause of justice and peace; 
to the honour of your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Collect 
Almighty Father, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 
and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 



 
Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
♦ 
 
 
To Conclude 
 
Blessing 
God grant to the living grace, 
to the departed rest, 
to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth and all people, 
unity, peace and concord, 
and to us and all God’s servants, 
life everlasting; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 
 
May Christ, who has opened the kingdom of heaven, 
Bring us to reign with him in glory. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
National Anthem 
 
God save our gracious Queen! 
Long live our noble Queen! 
God save the Queen! 
Send her victorious, 
Happy and glorious, 
Long to reign over us, 
God save the Queen. 
 

Thy choicest gifts in store 
On her be pleased to pour, 
Long may she reign. 
May she defend our laws, 
And ever give us cause, 
To sing with heart and voice, 
God save the Queen. 

 


