
 
    

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord. Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am. 

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 
♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 

Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 
https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 

 
Preparation 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Reveal among us the light of your presence 

that we may behold your power and glory. 
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign God of all,  
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
In your tender compassion 
the dawn from on high is breaking upon us 
to dispel the lingering shadows of night. 
As we look for your coming among us this day, 
open our eyes to behold your presence 
and strengthen our hands to do your will, 
that the world may rejoice and give you praise. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
A Song of the Spirit - Advent  
1    ‘Behold, I am coming soon’, says the Lord, 

    ‘and bringing my reward with me,  ♦ 
to give to everyone according to their deeds. 

2    ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,  ♦ 
the beginning and the end.’ 

3    Blessed are those who do God’s commandments, 
    that they may have the right to the tree of life,  ♦ 

and may enter into the city through the gates. 
4    ‘I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you,  ♦ 

with this testimony for all the churches. 
5    ‘I am the root and the offspring of David,  ♦ 

I am the bright morning star.’ 
6    ‘Come!’ say the Spirit and the Bride;  ♦ 

‘Come!’ let each hearer reply! 
7    Come forward, you who are thirsty,  ♦ 

let those who desire take the water of life as a gift. 
Surely I am coming soon!  ♦ 
Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!  

Revelation 22.12–14, 16, 17 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Morning Prayer 

 
Faith 

 
preparing through repentance 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
In the penitential, preparation season of Advent,  
Let us admit to God the sin which always confronts us. 

Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

cf Psalm 51 
Amen. 
 
Receive God’s forgiveness 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw us to himself, 
and cleanse us from all our sins 
that we may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Opening prayer 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn   
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 
Let us find our rest in Thee. 

 
Israel's Strength and Consolation 
Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation 
Joy of every longing heart 
 
Born Thy people to deliver 
Born a child and yet a King 
Born to reign in us forever 
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

♦ 

The Word of God   
 

Old Testament reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Comfort for God’s people 
1 Comfort, comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been completed, 
    that her sin has been paid for, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
3 A voice of one calling: 
‘In the wilderness prepare 
    the way for the Lord;  
make straight in the desert 
    a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 



    every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become level, 
    the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
    and all people will see it together. 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out.’ 
    And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
‘All people are like grass, 
    and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    because the breath of the Lord blows on them. 
    Surely the people are grass. 
8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
    but the word of our God endures for ever.’ 
9 You who bring good news to Zion, 
    go up on a high mountain. 
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,  
    lift up your voice with a shout, 
lift it up, do not be afraid; 
    say to the towns of Judah, 
    ‘Here is your God!’ 
10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, 
    and he rules with a mighty arm. 
See, his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    he gathers the lambs in his arms 
and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 
 

New Testament reading: Mark 1:1-8 

John the Baptist prepares the way 
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is written 
in Isaiah the prophet: 
‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way’ – 
3 ‘a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.”’ 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem 
went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptised by him in the River Jordan. 6 John 
wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his waist, and he ate locusts 
and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: ‘After me comes the one more powerful than I, 
the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptise you 
with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
 
 



Reflection from Revd Tim Buckley   
 

So here we are, exiting this second lockdown and entering into our second week of Advent.  

That word advent comes from, as I’m sure you all know, the Latin word "adventus", meaning 
"coming" - literally “the arrival that’s been long anticipated and looked for - the unveiling of 
something or someone momentous” 

Christmas, if you’ve missed it, is coming and Advent reminds us, we’re not there yet! 

Yet in this season of preparation, reflection and anticipation, we can sometimes (especially us kids) 
be too quick to rush to the main event - the party, the lights, the noise, the cheering... the big day – 
the 25th – so much so that perhaps we really miss out on something incredibly important  

…In that headlong rush, we forget the incredible journey to the crib; the unimaginably bewildering 
emotions in Mary’s heart; the unanswered questions and fears in the heart of Joseph; the excitement 
and willingness of the Magi to engage in and begin their long journey... I’m reminded of my amazing 
daughter Ellie. If you know anything about love languages – well, hers is ‘gifts’, she loves receiving 
them, but even more so, she loves thinking about and planning the best gifts for others – uniquely 
chosen and deeply thought about, lovingly prepared… So think about those Magi, with their 
painstaking thinking and careful prophetic consideration of the gifts that they would present to the 
Christ-child at their journeys end….  

Nothing about this first Christmas was rushed. For thousands of years, since that first fall of Adam in 
the garden of Eden, creation had watched and waited with bated breath. The people of God, looking 
for their Messiah had lamented and yearned. And what about those angels? Well evidently from the 
party that finally explodes over those sheep-laden hills above Bethlehem, they had been patiently, yet 
breathlessly, anticipating the coming of the King, the final spectacular unveiling of the King of Glory– 
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds,  Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made… 

For us, amidst the noise and lights and shopping and mince pies and presents …we perhaps don’t 
fully reflect on the bewilderment of the Shepherds who, despite their fear and confusion, in 
obedience rush headlong to Bethlehem to see this wondrous sight... to worship the only thing, the 
only One who really matters. 

For most people, I guess the word ‘Advent’ enters popular culture at just one point these days: 
Advent Calendars, these days offering chocolates, Scotch Whisky or Pork Crackling or – yup, you 
heard me right, behind each of the windows you'll find a mini bag of awesome flavoured pork 
crackling – yours for only £26.99 

…And for us in this Advent season – as we daily open our pork crackling advent calendar, along with 
both growing anticipation and cholesterol levels – for us in this season, I want to focus again on 
those of words we heard from Isaiah – spoken again in Mark’s Gospel – “Prepare the way of the 
Lord”: 

I love the words from verse one of this most famous carol: 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting Light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight. 



This of course is our great hope - the hope of the Christmas story...and the hope in these darkened 
days - for our families, our community of Widcombe, our great city, our nation and the true hope for 
our world.... 

We often refer to John, as John “the Baptist”, perhaps, he should better be referred to as John the 
Witness. Yes, he is described as doing lots of baptizing, and of course baptizes Jesus, but his primary 
role is as one who testifies to the light – this everlasting light that had come into the world  

So Mark, like all the other gospel writers, quotes Isaiah 40 – because they now fully understand the 
significance of the arrival of Jesus Christ – God in human form – and so recognize and honour John, 
as that one lone voice of his day, crying in the wilderness, crying out for people to turn to this King, 
to fully yield their hearts and lives to him and receive fullness of life in the Spirit. The people of God 
knew what wilderness was – they’d years spent in captivity in Egypt, endlessly wandering in circles in 
a desert, then as exiles under Babylonian captivity – and at this point in history, under Roman 
oppression and occupation...centuries of waiting in darkness and fear for the promised Messiah. 

You know, often a single voice in a wilderness is barely heard – never really understood…. John was 
like that – he was calling people back to God among a people who had given up, lost hope – lost in a 
wilderness of darkness, fear, apathy and unbelief… Maybe that sounds quite like many in and outside 
of the church today? 

Because the truth is – despite the comforts and materialistic niceties that many today experience, the 
world most people inhabit, is a society increasingly devoid of Christ and increasingly gloom laden and 
uncertain. And the truth is, despite the brief joys and fleeting elations of the Christmas season,  
Christmas without Christ is in many ways a spiritually empty, sad, barren and stark place. A 
wilderness if you like…especially when the bills and blues of January roll in… even more so in this 
Covid-dominated landscape that surrounds us, where just mm’s below the wafer thin facade of 
peoples happy lives – there lurks a deeper truth of uncertainty, fear, darkness and distress. 

It was into just this kind of wilderness that John the Baptist spoke. John “the witness” spoke truth, 
and life, and hope...  

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  

‘A voice of one calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall become 
straight, the rough ways smooth. And all people will see God’s salvation.”’ 

John, offered baptism of repentance as a means of "getting ready." 

He kept pointing beyond himself to the Coming One, urging the crowds to look to Him – to prepare 
for His coming… 

God is desperate, John seems to be explaining: "I will come to my people, and nothing will keep me 
from them.  As Isaiah says “See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him…He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; He will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them close to his heart. 

Mountains will be torn down, valleys will be filled in, rough places made smooth – whatever it takes! 
God will come through. It is hard not to think of that Diana Ross song, "Ain't no mountain high 
enough”…. 

I don’t know if you ever competeed in or watched the obstacle race at a school sports day. If you’re 
not brilliantly co-ordinated, you can get in a horrible mess! In life, I think the reality for us all (and at 



times we certainly feel it more than others) is that life can so often feel like that obstacle course – 
with everything around us contending against us – the World, the Flesh and the Devil! Things strewn 
across the path of our hearts making it difficult to find a way, making it dfficult to find The Way – 
Jesus and for Him to enter in. 

So in this sometimes calamitous race that we call life, hear again today the closing words of that 
famous carol O little Town of Bethlehem: 
 

How silently, how silently 
the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
the blessings of His heav'n. 

No ear may hear His coming, 
but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive Him still 
the dear Christ enters in. 

It always has been, and always will be about the heart – the heart of the problem that humans face, 
is the problem of the human heart. Where all too often the heart becomes a wilderness land, scarred, 
wounded and bereft… But God has made a way, and our hurting, sin blemished hearts are ones 
where in Christ, God longs to enter in – to bring His resurection life, to heal heal and transform, to 
make a way for hope, peace and joy. 

This isn’t just nice wishful thinking – this is divine intervention – heavenly heart surgery. 

Ezekiel 37 God promises this:  

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh.” 

So, what about us? How can we prepare in this advent season? What can we do to get ready?...Well, 
confess your sins, John suggests. Repent and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness, and extend that 
to others. Think about baptism or a way of declaring and reaffirming your faith. Later, Jesus will add, 
"and believe in the good news!" (Mark 1:15). 

And this Good News needs to be shared. Christmas is a time to boldly declare this hope that we hold 
to, a hope that shines in our hearts and lives. It’s a hope, that through generation after generation of 
witnesses like John – many shouting into a void of apparent darkness and wilderness, have made 
known this good news to generations of hungry, searching hearts simply longing to meet their maker. 
I wonder what witnesses have helped shape your journey of faith; a parent, a teacher, a friend, a 
church minister, a youth leader, a grandparent, an aunt, a colleague? Each voice proclaiming in their 
own way, some boldly, some timidly, some through deeds of service, through faithful prayer, through 
listening ears, through kind words, or prophetic words, or healing hands… each making known the 
good news of this Christ child – preparing the way of your heart so that He could enter in. This 
Advent, I wonder who might you be called to witness to, to tell of His love and light, to make some 
rough places smooth, so that this Christmas season they may finally understand and receive the 
greatest gift of all.  

This advent season may we all, like, John be faithful witnesses to the light we have in Christ. 

Amen. 
 



Advent acclamation 

People of God: be glad! Your God delights in you, 
giving you joy for sadness and turning the dark to light. 
Be strong in hope therefore; for your God comes to save. 
You are God’s children. 
 
Lord, make us one in the love of Christ today and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Intercessions  

Our Lord is coming to gather his people in his arms and to hold them against his  

breast, in that consolation we prepare for his coming and pray for his help in our need.  

Let us pray for people in every corner of the earth. In God’s infinite love we have each been 
called to prepare for his coming by making his world a place where justice and peace have 
embraced. May our lives reflect that call. Lord hear us.  

Response: Come Lord Jesus.  

As we wait for the Day of the Lord, Let us pray that our minds and hearts may be filled with 
all that is good, pure and noble and so live holy and saintly lives. Lord hear us: Come Lord 
Jesus.  

We pray for all who work for understanding and unity in our world. We pray especially that 
we will take the lead in building bridges of friendship and understanding with others, to 
build community where righteousness will be at home. Lord hear us: Come Lord Jesus.  

We pray for all those suffering as a result of the Pandemic, the sick, the hungry, the fearful, 
lonely, homeless and unemployed. May those with the responsibility, those with the power 
make a real difference and help the poorest in society. Lord hear us:  Come Lord Jesus.  

We remember all who are sick, those in hospital, those who have lost loved ones and those 
who are housebound. We remember especially our own families wherever they may be. 
Lord hear us:  

Come Lord Jesus.  

Now let us pray for a few moments for our own needs and others close to us.  

Almighty and ever-living God Help us to overcome the cares of life by the joy of your coming 
into the world.  

This Advent season, may thankfulness guard our hearts and may we experience a renewed 
sense of God’s presence and  all the blessings our Saviour promises. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.  

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  
Amen 
 
♦ 



 
The Collect 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Awaiting his coming in glory, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
♦ 
 
To Conclude 
May the Lord, when he comes, 
find us watching and waiting. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 


	New Testament reading: Mark 1:1-8

