
  
You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  

to our one Lord. Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am. 

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 
♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 

Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 
https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 

 
Preparation 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Your light springs up for the righteous 

and all the peoples have seen your glory. 
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign God, 
king of the nations, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
As the Sun of Righteousness dawns in our hearts 
anoint our lips with the seal of your Spirit 
that we may witness to your gospel 
and sing your praise in all the earth. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Jubilate – A Song of Joy 
1    O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth;  ♦ 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 
2    Know that the Lord is God;  ♦ 
it is he that has made us and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
3    Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
and his courts with praise;  ♦ 
give thanks to him and bless his name. 
4    For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting,  ♦ 
and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation.    Psalm 100 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

Epiphany 

 

Morning Prayer 

 
 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


Opening prayer 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn   
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore Him – the Lord is His Name. 
 
Low at His feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
High on His Heart He will bear it for thee, 
Comfort thy sorrows and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou would reckon as thine; 
Truth in its beauty and love in its tenderness 
These are the offerings to lay on His shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
He will accept for the Name that is dear; 



Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
O Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness, 
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore Him – the Lord is His Name. 
 
♦ 

The Word of God   
 

Old Testament reading:  
 
Job 1:18-22 
 
18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and 
daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the eldest brother’s house, 19 when suddenly a 
mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed 
on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in 
worship 21 and said: 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
    and naked I shall depart.[a] 
The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; 
    may the name of the Lord be praised.” 
22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 

 

New Testament reading: 

 John 9:1-7 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works 
of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who 
sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spat on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 
man’s eyes.7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So 
the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%201%3A18-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-12891a


Reflection from Revd Tim Buckley   
 
Well, here we are in 2021 and I dare say there will be few people sad to see the back of 
2020. What a year we’ve experienced! A time of loss, isolation, fear, restrictions and 
ongoing uncertainty. And whilst we look forward to, and eagerly anticipate a Covid-free 
future, we’re not there yet and the next couple of months look to be a bumpy ride as we 
navigate new strains of this disease and the ongoing economic fallout that results. 

And so, what do these challenges mean for those of us who have faith, who look to and 
trust in a God of healing and deliverance?  

2020 was supposed to be a year of clear vision, a time for seeing with new clarity and better 
understanding of where God was at work and how to join in more fully with His mission. 
Sadly, for so many, 2020 felt like a year of deep gloom and fog, where the way ahead 
seemed marred by uncertainty and paralysis. 2020 for many may well have been a year 
where people simply asked the question, “God where were you?”. 

And struggling to find God in the midst of pain or uncertainty, in darkness or trial, is of 
course not a new phenomenon, and it’s really important that we as Christians aren’t afraid 
to be very real, to ask the difficult questions that rise up and to face the challenges that 
surround us, looking to God for possible answers, yes, but firstly, perhaps more importantly, 
simply looking to Him to find Him and be found by Him. 

Psalm 23 is such a familiar psalm, known and loved by so many, perhaps in part because it 
honestly recognises the reality that all of us at one time or other surely pass through the 
valleys of the deep, sombre shadows of death. 

But in the midst of this truth, verse 4 confidently declares this: 

 “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.” 

We’ve all walked through experiences in life that were fear provoking or threatening, but for 
David, he knew enough about God’s nature to have no fear of evil, because the Good 
Shepherd could give him all the comfort he needed by having His rod of protection and 
correction in one hand, whilst also holding the shepherd’s staff to comfort and draw him 
back with. 

So, as we enter 2021, from now until the beginning of Lent, Jenny and I felt it would be 
really valuable to begin a mini-series helping us to explore some of the very real challenges 
we face – individually, corporately and nationally – and to explore how God might be urging 
us to respond in the light of these trials. 

So to help us in this, over the next seven weeks, one passage in particular will underpin all 
that we are trying to explore.  

It’s perhaps a familiar passage from 2 Chronicles 7:13-15. This is God speaking; 
13 When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the 
land, or send pestilence among my people, 14 if my people who are called by my name 
humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and 
my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. 

I’m sure we’ve all seen or heard the sign rather unhelpfully posted outside a church in 
America which read, “don't let worry kill you -- let the church help.” Yet it’s true that we’ve 
all at various moments experienced anxieties, pressures and disasters that seem to hem us 
in and threaten to overwhelm us. And so, perhaps when we read the shocking account of 



Job and try and imagine the desolation he must have experienced at his losses, it’s all the 
more remarkable that as verse 22 reminds us; 

“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” 

For Job, relationship with God and knowing of and experiencing His goodness, didn’t mean 
that he would be exempt from trials and agonising losses. Neither did it mean that God was 
to blame, or that he was himself – indeed, finding answers or attributing blame bought no 
real comfort – the only true comfort was to be found in the knowledge of the inherent 
goodness, sovereignty and majesty of God – a God who wanted to meet Job in his pain and 
who was indeed, rightly to be praised. 

I think today’s passage from John again reminds us of the very real human emotion of 
trying to find meaning or offer explanations to satisfy our questions or to attribute blame or 
fault. “Is this man blind because of God, or because he sinned or because maybe one of his 
family sinned?” You can hear in the question the disciples are asking, trying to make sense 
of what lay before them. And I guess it was okay to ask the question – Jesus wasn’t 
offended, but offered to them an alternative reality. That in the middle of this suffering and 
trauma, God – the Good, Good Father, could and indeed would want to be found and at 
work. 

And so here today in 2021 we find ourselves in our parish, our city, our nation and in the 
nations of the world, in a time of great trial and darkness. It’s a time of economic challenge- 
of famine, a time of pestilence and loss and we as His people, His church, need to respond 
honestly and humbly, with eyes of faith and hearts that are resolute and set on heaven. 

That’s why at St Matts on this first Saturday and Sunday of the year we decided to hold a 
night vigil of prayer over a period of 12 hours from 6pm – 6am; to humble ourselves, to 
seek God’s face, to worship him and pray for His Kingdom to come, His will to be done. As 
we explore this passage in Chronicles over the next few weeks and try to apply it to our 
lives, this seems a great place to begin, in prayer – to seek his face and find him in the 
storm. 

In Matthew chapter 7, when Jesus urges his disciples not just to listen to Him but also to 
obey Him, He paints for us the now very familiar and very vivid picture of houses being built 
on either sand or rock. The imagery for us is very straightforward, but perhaps the most 
telling part of the story is that both houses experience catastrophic storms. Following Jesus 
doesn’t guarantee a life of blissful hazy summers. No, storms will come, pestilence will 
confront us, sorrow will crouch at our door and darkness and shadows attempt to 
overwhelm us. 

The question is, what are you building your life on and to whom do you look to sustain you? 

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land. 

Lord in your mercy – hear our prayer. 

 
 
Intercessions 
 
The Magi came from the east to worship your Son: Father, grant to Christians everywhere 
the spirit of adoration and that through their worship they may reflect the glorious light of 
Christ 



Heavenly Father, you sent your son to guide your people, just as you sent a star to guide 
the Wise Men to worship him. We pray that you will send your Holy Spirit to guide our 
Church as we begin a New Year in the Parish.  We know that this coming year will bring 
challenges and changes and we pray that you will always be present as we take one more 
step along the journey of faith. 

♦ 

Lord; in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Lord God, as we face the start of 2021 we pray for your world. Let the star of your justice 
always shine in the hearts of those who are in authority.  Enable all nations to recognize the 
sanctity of each and every human life in their care so that all may experience an abundance 
of peace and security.  Most especially we pray that this year will see the end of the 
pandemic as the programme of vaccination continues worldwide. 

♦ 

Lord; in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Father God, Your Son shared the life of his home and family at Nazareth: we give thanks for 
his presence with us in our homes and in our lives.  Guide us in our relationships with family 
and neighbours, especially those in trouble or need and bless those who have guided and 
enriched our own lives. 

♦ 

Lord; in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Loving God, we pray for all those who have lost their way or have been led astray and for all 
who are living below their potential or their abilities.  We raise before you all whose lives are 
unfulfilled and all those whose lives are restricted by illness; we remember the chronically ill, 
those in constant pain, the depressed and the despairing.  We especially pray for those in 
our community, Parish and families who we now name. 

♦ 

Lord; in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Merciful Lord, we pray for all who are coming to the end of their journey here on earth and 
pray that they may come into your presence and kingdom. We pray for all those who have 
come before your face and now rejoice in the fullness of life eternal. 

Lord; in your mercy hear our prayer. 

Eternal God, as we go out into this New Year we ask for your loving presence with us to 
share in its joys and to strengthen us in its sorrows 

 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  
Amen 
 
♦ 



The Collect 
Almighty God, 
in the birth of your Son 
you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word, 
and shown us the fullness of your love: 
help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love 
that we may know the fullness of his joy; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Believing the promises of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
♦ 
 
To Conclude 
May Christ, who sends us to the nations, 
give us the power of his Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
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