
    
 

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,  
to our one Lord. Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am. 

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle 
♦ denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words 

Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website: 
https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/ 

 
Preparation 
O Lord, open our lips 

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Hear our voice, O Lord, according to your faithful love, 

according to your judgement give us life. 
 
 
Blessed are you, God of compassion and mercy, 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
In the darkness of our sin, 
your light breaks forth like the dawn 
and your healing springs up for deliverance. 
As we rejoice in the gift of your saving help, 
sustain us with your bountiful Spirit 
and open our lips to sing your praise. 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
 
A Song of Penitence 
1    Have mercy on me, O God, in your great goodness;  ♦ 
according to the abundance of your compassion 
blot out my offences. 
2    Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness  ♦ 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
3    For I acknowledge my faults  ♦ 
and my sin is ever before me. 
4    Against you only have I sinned  ♦ 
and done what is evil in your sight, 
5    So that you are justified in your sentence  ♦ 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 
Morning Prayer 

 
 

https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/


and righteous in your judgement. 
6    Cast me not away from your presence  ♦ 
and take not your holy spirit from me. 
7    Give me again the joy of your salvation  ♦ 
and sustain me with your gracious spirit; 
8    Then shall I teach your ways to the wicked  ♦ 
and sinners shall return to you. 
9    Deliver me from my guilt, O God, 
the God of my salvation,  ♦ 
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.    Psalm 51.1–5,12–15 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Opening prayer 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

♦ 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 



Hymn   
 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died; 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown. 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
♦ 

The Word of God   
 

Epistle reading: 1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
 
Christ crucified is God’s power and wisdom 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: 
 

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.’ 

 
20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
 
Gospel reading: John 2: 13-22 
 
Jesus clears the temple courts 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 



exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple 
courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money-changers and overturned 
their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, ‘Get these out of here! Stop turning my 
Father’s house into a market!’ 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your 
house will consume me.’ 
18 The Jews then responded to him, ‘What sign can you show us to prove your authority to 
do all this?’ 
19 Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.’ 
20 They replied, ‘It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise 
it in three days?’ 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and 
the words that Jesus had spoken. 
 
 
Reflection from Revd Jenny Buckler   
 
Hello! I did think about welcoming you as fellow fools for Christ, but I don’t want you 
switching off before I’ve started!   
 
I want to follow-on from Tim’s sermon last week (go back and listen if you’ve missed it!). 
Tim pointed out that when we hear familiar passages like Jesus asking, ‘who do you say I 
am?’ we are in danger of rehearsing past revelations by rote without consideration. We are 
invited to be seeking fresh revelation no matter how well versed we may consider ourselves 
with the answer.  
 
In today’s familiar Gospel reading, we see the disciples glean degrees of revelation to Jesus’ 
identity and purpose. 
 
On seeing the misuse of the Temple, Jesus was impassioned; the zeal for His Father’s house 
consumed him. He exerted counter-cultural authority to clear out the sinful activity from the 
Temple. To redeem its God-designed purpose. 
 
The disciples witness this extraordinary authority and passion for holiness and in that they 
find some degree of revelation of Christ: His power, His wisdom, his abhorrence at injustice. 
 
The Jews demanded to see a sign to justify His authority for cleansing the temple. The Jews 
want signs and the Greeks desire wisdom, but what does Jesus give them?  
Something utterly ridiculous and foolish! 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  
 
This sounds like the bemused rantings of a crazed man! but what struck me this time was 
how it says that it is only when the disciples look back from the perspective of the cross and 
resurrection, that they ‘remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture 
and the word that Jesus had spoken.’ 
 
The disciples witnessed Jesus authority to sanctify in the earthly realm that day. But it 
wasn’t until they had persevered in seeking Jesus that fuller revelation was released.  
 
 



 
 
In the front of my first Bible I keep a quote that was attributed to a monk from the early 
church. It is advice for approaching the great treasure, which is the Bible. He advises: 
 

He who comes into contact with some share of its treasure should not think that the 
only thing contained in the word is what he himself has found. He should realise that 
he has been able to find only that one thing from among many others. 
 
The thirsty man rejoices when he drinks, but he is not downcast because he cannot 
empty the fountain. Be grateful for what you have received and do not grumble 
about the abundance of what is left behind. What you have received is your share, 
what remains is your heritage. What at one time you were not able to receive 
because of your weakness – you will be able to receive at other times if you 
persevere. 

 
This quote came to mind because it is all about revelation and degrees of revelation that are 
released as we persevere, as we keep following Jesus in Word and Spirit.  
 
For the Jewish nation then, the Temple was the place of God’s presence amongst his 
people, the beating heart of their faith and worship. But by referring to the temple of his 
body, Jesus was effectively claiming that the cult of the Temple was past: the presence of 
God upon earth was now embodied, not in a building, but in Christ himself. The scandal and 
the challenge continues today and I wonder whether we need to seek fresh revelation of 
what this means for us in our new normal in the days after covid. To look afresh from the 
perspective of the cross and resurrection at being church family. 
 
What might it look like if we died afresh to ourselves and to our pre-covid ways of being 
church (this very much for St Matts as well as St Thomas’) and were built afresh as living 
stones to host the presence of God together for the blessing of the world? I don't have the 
answer, but I feel called to invite us to pray for fresh revelation.  
 
I am reminded of God speaking through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 

Thus says the Lord:  
Do not let the wise boast in their wisdom,  
do not let the mighty boast in their might,  
do not let the wealthy boast in their wealth;  
but let those who boast boast in this,  
that they understand and know me,  
that I am the Lord;  
I act with steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth,  
for in these things I delight, says the Lord. 

 
A hundred years ago, William Booth – the founder of the Salvation Army prophetically 
warned: 
 

The chief dangers which confront the coming century will be  



religion without the Holy Ghost;  
Christianity without Christ;  
forgiveness without repentance;  
salvation without regeneration;  
politics without God;  
and Heaven without Hell. 

 
We, together as a family of believers, are Christ’s body on earth. We each are a temple for 
the Holy Spirit, living stones being built together into a temple – God’s presence amongst all 
people. Right at this very moment, wherever you are, you are in the Temple that is Christ 
Jesus! You are dwelling in the place where the presence of God meets with His people. 
We very much need to keep meeting together – it is a biblical imperative, but perhaps we 
are being reminded to beware of the temptation to put our trust in empty comforts. 
Gathering as one body, in the Temple that is Christ Jesus may or may not need to function 
differently to what we have been familiar to. I suggest now is the time to pray and seek for 
another degree of revelation. Revelation that will draw us more fully into the depths of 
God’s love for us and then overflowing in the mission of His love. May the scales fall from 
our eyes, as if seeing things for the first time.  
 
To us, Christ crucified, the temple destroyed and rebuilt in three days, is the best, most 
beautiful, most glorious news. We are resurrection people! In proclaiming our faith in Christ 
Jesus, we abide in His holy, everlasting temple and He cleanses us from all unrighteousness, 
and dwells in us by His Holy Spirit. We share in His eternal victory over satan and death.  
How glorious! How might God be asking us to steward life in Christ to be a blessing to the 
world in the coming season? 
 
This is trustworthy, Good News. There is no better news! 
 
Let’s take a moment to pray.  
Thank you, Lord for the revelation of the wisdom and power of Christ crucified. We pray for 
more revelation that our ‘new normal’ may be one of salvation with regeneration, in Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
Intercessions from Veronica Hope-Hailey 
 
Please join in with the responses in bold type. 
 
With confidence and trust, 
Let us pray to the Father. 
 
For the one holy catholic and apostolic Church across the world, 
let us pray to the Father. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the mission of the Church, 
that in faithful witness it may preach the gospel 



to the ends of the earth. 
Let us pray to the Father. 
 
Lord in your Mercy 
Hear our Prayer. 
 
For all those who govern. 
Let them bring peace to the world 
through a spirit of generosity, respect and reconciliation. 
Bring God’s wisdom and strength to their governance of nations and peoples. 
Let us pray to the Father. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For the Royal Family,  
and particularly the Queen and Prince Philip. 
For all that they have given to this country and the Commonwealth, 
let us give thanks to the Father. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer. 
 
For those bringing wisdom and energy to the fight against COVID. 
For the scientists, the manufacturers, all the medical staff and the happy band of volunteers 
involved in the distribution of the vaccine, 
let us give thanks to the Father. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our Prayer. 
 
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer in hospitals and hospices, in care 
homes and at home. 
We remember in a moment of silence anyone who we know and wish to pray for at this 
time.  
Bring them the healing power of God’s love and give them your Hope at this time.  
We also remember those who risk their own health to help others. 
Let us pray to the compassionate Father.  
 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
  
For all the school children and teachers who return to school tomorrow. 
We pray for our young people at this time; for their education and learning. 
We ask God to protect them with his love as they return to their schools. 
Let us pray to the Father. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For those whom we have injured or offended.  
For grace to amend our lives and to further the reign of God. 



Let us pray to the Father. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 
In communion we remember all those who have walked in the way of holiness but worship 
now on another shore, in another time. 
Bring your compassion to those who mourn. 
We remember now in this moment of silence all those who are dear to us but who are no 
longer with us.  
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
God our Father, 
in your love and goodness 
you have taught us to come close to you in penitence 
with prayer, fasting and generosity; 
accept our Lenten discipline, 
and when we fall by our weakness, 
raise us up by your unfailing mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
♦ 
The Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, 
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: 
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Trusting in the compassion of God, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
♦ 
 
To Conclude 
May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 

 


