Trinity 5, 4th July 2021
Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Dispersed community prayer at 10:30am

(But God will hear our prayers anytime!)

You are invited to guard time for us to be together, united in prayer in one faith,
to our one Lord

♦

You may wish to prepare by lighting a candle
denotes an optional pause to keep silence and meditate on the words
Denotes optional audio / video version from the church website:
https://widcombe.church/our-churches/church-life/church-online/

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips

and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Give thanks and praise God
Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of all,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
You founded the earth in the beginning
and the heavens are the work of your hands.
In the fullness of time you made us in your image,
and in these last days you have spoken to us
in your Son Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
As we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us
let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,
your Spirit ever renew our lives
and your praises ever be on our lips.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Blessed be God for ever.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
♦
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 48
A song. A psalm of the Sons of Korah.
1

Great is the LORD, and most worthy of praise,
in the city of our God, his holy mountain.

2

Beautiful in its loftiness,
the joy of the whole earth,
like the heights of Zaphon is Mount Zion,
the city of the Great King.
3
God is in her citadels;
he has shown himself to be her fortress.
4

When the kings joined forces,
when they advanced together,
5
they saw her and were astounded;
they fled in terror.
6
Trembling seized them there,
pain like that of a woman in labour.
7
You destroyed them like ships of Tarshish
shattered by an east wind.
8

As we have heard,
so we have seen
in the city of the LORD Almighty,
in the city of our God:
God makes her secure
for ever.
9

Within your temple, O God,
we meditate on your unfailing love.
10
Like your name, O God,
your praise reaches to the ends of the earth;
your right hand is filled with righteousness.
11
Mount Zion rejoices,
the villages of Judah are glad
because of your judgments.
12

Walk about Zion, go round her,
count her towers,
13
consider well her ramparts,
view her citadels,
that you may tell of them
to the next generation.
14

For this God is our God for ever and ever;
he will be our guide even to the end.

♦

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
♦

The W ord of God
Old Testament reading:
Judges 6:11-35 (New International Version – UK)
11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to
Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it
from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The Lord
is with you, mighty warrior.’
13 ‘Pardon me, my lord,’ Gideon replied, ‘but if the Lord is with us, why has all this
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said,
“Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?” But now the Lord has abandoned us and given
us into the hand of Midian.’
14 The Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?’
15 ‘Pardon me, my lord,’ Gideon replied, ‘but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’
16 The Lord answered, ‘I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites,
leaving none alive.’

17 Gideon replied, ‘If now I have found favour in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really
you talking to me. 18 Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and
set it before you.’
And the Lord said, ‘I will wait until you return.’
19 Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah[a] of flour he made
bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them
out and offered them to him under the oak.
20 The angel of God said to him, ‘Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on
this rock, and pour out the broth.’ And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord
touched the meat and the unleavened bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand.
Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and the bread. And the angel of the Lord
disappeared. 22 When Gideon realised that it was the angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, ‘Alas,
Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face!’
23 But the Lord said to him, ‘Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.’
24 So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it
stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.
25 That same night the Lord said to him, ‘Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the
one seven years old.[b] Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah
pole[c] beside it. 26 Then build a proper kind of[d] altar to the Lord your God on the top of
this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second[e] bull
as a burnt offering.’
27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord told him. But because he was
afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the daytime.
28 In the morning when the people of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished,
with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly-built
altar!
29 They asked each other, ‘Who did this?’
When they carefully investigated, they were told, ‘Gideon son of Joash did it.’
30 The people of the town demanded of Joash, ‘Bring out your son. He must die, because
he has broken down Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.’
31 But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, ‘Are you going to plead Baal’s cause?
Are you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal
really is a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.’ 32 So because
Gideon broke down Baal’s altar, they gave him the name Jerub-Baal[f] that day, saying, ‘Let
Baal contend with him.’
33 Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed
over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit of the Lord came on
Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. 35 He sent

messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and
Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them.
New Testament reading:
Matthew 19:16-30 (New International Version – UK)
16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing must I do to get
eternal life?’
17 ‘Why do you ask me about what is good?’ Jesus replied. ‘There is only One who is good.
If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.’
18 ‘Which ones?’ he enquired.
Jesus replied, ‘“You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you
shall not give false testimony, 19 honour your father and mother,”[a] and “love your
neighbour as yourself.”[b]’
20 ‘All these I have kept,’ the young man said. ‘What do I still lack?’
21 Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich to
enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, ‘Who then can be
saved?’
26 Jesus looked at them and said, ‘With man this is impossible, but with God all things are
possible.’
27 Peter answered him, ‘We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for
us?’
28 Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man
sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or
sisters or father or mother or wife[c] or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred
times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many
who are last will be first.
♦

The sermon w ill be recorded from the 5.30pm Zoom service and uploaded later in
the w eek

I ntercessions
We pray for God’s grace.
Lord, receive our praise
All and hear our prayer.
Lord God, through your grace we are your people:
through your Son you have redeemed us;
in your Spirit you have made us your own.
We pray for … (the Church)
Make our hearts respond to your love.
Lord, receive our praise
All and hear our prayer.
We pray for … (the world)
Make our lives bear witness to your glory in the world.
Lord, receive our praise
All and hear our prayer.
We pray for … (the sick and those in need)
Make our wills eager to obey, and our hands ready to heal.
Lord, receive our praise
All and hear our prayer.
We give you thanks for …
Make our voices one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
♦

The Collect
Lord of heaven and earth,
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to lose hope,
but always to bring our prayers before you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Being made one by the power of the Spirit, as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
♦

To Conclude
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

