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Introduction to the annual report booklet 
Two great churches, one amazing family 

 
Once again it has been a greatly challenging year for so many, more latterly with our church 
family gradually regaining confidence in returning to our churches and small groups, both 
for worship and social activities. However, as we look back on 2021, it is also really right 
that we give thanks for the many blessings we have received and I, in the privileged 
position as Vicar here in Widcombe, want to say a big thank you to you, the faithful 
members of our church family who have contributed by your time, energy, prayer, money 
and so much more, to support the church communities of St Thomas à Becket and St Matts, 
as we seek to make known the God we love and serve. 
 

As always, I am incredibly grateful for the enthusiasm and sacrifice of so many volunteers 
and leaders across our two church communities who work tirelessly in often unseen ways 
to partner in our Lord!s service. Their partnership in this gospel work is indeed wonderful. 
To that end, our APCM is my opportunity to thank all of you - it really is an immense honour 
and privilege working and worshipping alongside you all, seeing the extent of God’s 
presence and work amongst us, particularly in the midst of such great ongoing global 
challenges. 
 

This years annual report booklet, like previous ones, I hope then will present us with a brief 
panoramic glimpse of some of the many responsibilities, activities and ministries that have 
taken place across our parish this year - it really is immensely encouraging to see how God 
has worked through so many people, in so many ways collectively and individually.  
 
This report then, is a chance for us to look back and celebrate, but also importantly, to look 
forward prayerfully with great hope as we seek to continue to worship and serve together 
for His glory. In all of this, as we reflect and prepare for new adventures, I want to begin by 
echoing the prayer of St Paul for you all from Romans chapter 15: 

 

 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 
Romans 15:13 
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Safeguarding Report 
 

There were no safeguarding incidents reported during 2021 in respect of St. Thomas à 
Becket Church or St. Matthew’s Church. 
  
The PCC has fully complied with its duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and Clergy 
Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have regard to House of Bishops ’guidance on 
safeguarding children and vulnerable adults). 
 
Our Benefice is registered to use, and continues successfully to 
use, the DBS e-bulk system when DBS checks need to be 
carried out, along with Diocesan safe recruitment procedures. 
  
Our Benefice continued to use the Diocesan ‘Parish 
Dashboard ’self-audit tool throughout the year and earned 
promotion from Level 1 to Level 3. Included in the work 
undertaken was the formulation of several new safeguarding 
documents and their addition to our Parish website. 
  
As regards safeguarding training, our Benefice’s secure 
safeguarding training database was updated throughout the 
year as training was completed by those in the Parish required 
to do it.  
  
New online safeguarding training required by the Diocese this year for all PCC members 
was ‘Foundations ’training, and new safeguarding training required for all clergy and 
PCC members was ‘Raising Awareness of Domestic Abuse’. 
  
Safeguarding training must be refreshed every three years, and further details of the 
safeguarding training categories can be found on the Diocesan website. Anyone requiring 
training is asked to contact the Safeguarding Officer or church office in the first instance. 
  
Our Parish website meets national church requirements for safeguarding, including 
providing clear signposting arrangements and links to the Safeguarding Officer and 
Safeguarding Policy on the home page. 
  
Jill Oldham 
Safeguarding Officer 
 

Electoral Roll officers report 
Jonathan Potter continues to hold and maintain the Electoral Roll management. The parish 
currently lists 107 on the Roll. 
 
If anyone is unsure whether they are listed, or needs to be added, please contact Jonathan 
at jonathanrpotter@hotmail.com, or the office, for the appropriate form.  
 
Jonathan Potter 
Electoral Roll Officer 
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PCC Secretary Report 
 
Since our last APCM in May 2021, the full PCC have met 5 times, most of which were online 
with an average level of attendance of 81%.  
 
A Standing Committee meeting was held prior to PCC meetings to set the agenda and 
transact business not requiring a full PCC meeting.  
 
From May 2021 – May 2022, at St Thomas, there were 5 baptisms, 1 marriage and 4 funerals. 
In addition, the Bristol branch of the German Lutheran Church continued to use St Thomas 
à Becket church for its monthly services as it has done for over forty years.  
 
From May 2021 – May 2022, at St Matt!s, there were 2 baptisms, 1 dedication thanksgiving 
service, and 3 weddings. 
Midweek "Soul Groups” continue to meet weekly in homes around the city. These are made 
up of members from both our churches and have been a real blessing to all those involved. 
We ran the Alpha course within these groups at the beginning of 2022 which was a great 
success.  
 
As well as regular services, St Matt!s was the venue for other events also. Widcombe Junior 
School held their Easter service at St Matt!s, lead by Tim, and it was greatly appreciated. 
BriX held an "Easter Special” holiday club on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. This was 
well attended, with many new families coming into the church for the first time. We hope 
to build on this for the future and hold more holiday clubs aimed to reach out into the 
community.  
 
St Matt!s also now hosts a weekly youth group aimed at teenagers in our local area. Then 
monthly a city-wide youth group come together for fellowship and to hear more about the 
Gospel, at St Matt!s. This has been a huge success, thanks to Libby Piggott and all those who 
regularly volunteer their time, for all their hard work in creating this and making it happen. 
 

Christmas services within the Parish were very 
well attended. Services included Nine Lessons 
and Carols, Midnight Mass and Christmas Day 
services, "Make your own Christmas Pudding” 
service, and #Carols by Candlelight!. 

 
The Wednesday coffee morning at St Matt!s continues. Numbers dropped due to Covid 
restrictions in the early part of the year but are now starting to grow again. The Christmas 
Lunch was a fantastic event offering a full Christmas meal to all those who came. A cribbage 
club has joined the coffee morning, which has really boosted the community feel in the 
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church on Wednesday mornings. They were also able to join for the Christmas lunch and 
we hope this fellowship will continue to thrive in the upcoming year. 
 
With Covid restrictions easing over the year, it has been a challenging year to get the correct 
balance of safety, but also allow us to start meeting more "normally”. Both churches 
recognise for some people, wearing a mask is still very important and we encourage people 
to make sensible choices when meeting together in our churches. 
 
Both churches have taken a leap into the 21st century and we have now gone "live” with 
ChurchSuite (a church management system). This allows us to be GDPR compliant and has 
improved our organisation and administration processes throughout the parish. We are still 
learning as we are going and encourage anyone who would like to know more or have help 
in getting the most out of ChurchSuite, to contact the office anytime. 
 

Samantha Forrester 
PCC Secretary 
 

St Thomas a Becket Wardens Report 
At St Thomas a Becket we are blessed with a stunning building, a bedrock congregation 
and inspiring Clergy and laity – we continue to strive to be a Christian Community 
reaching out to the Parish and beyond to invite people to encounter God’s grace. 
 
Following on from challenging times May 2021 to May 2022 has been a year of finding our 
way back to weekly in person worship.  

 
Restrictions have still applied but it has been wonderful to be 
back in our beautiful Church and able to meet as a faithful 
congregation week by week. Numbers attending our services 
have crept back up over the past months as we have settled 
into our new service pattern. As ever our 8am congregation 
have been unswerving in their commitment. The introduction 
of a regular monthly evening service has been welcomed by 
many and the mix of BCP Evening 
Prayer/Compline/Contemplative Celtic Prayer provides a 
variety of styles to engage with. 
 
We continue to pray for the parish on a weekly basis and we 

look forward to full use being made again of the prayer request book. Members of the 
congregation have valued this year’s zoom Lent Course as a way of connecting with each 
other and with characters from the Easter Story. 
 
Thanks must go to Liz Holden-White who stepped down from her role as St Thomas 
Churchwarden at last years APCM. Liz did a great job as Churchwarden and continues, 
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with Sue Wiggin, to run and host the much appreciated twice monthly afternoon ‘tea and 
scripture ’get-togethers. 
 
More thanks – to all those who faithfully serve St Thomas ’in so many ways. We truly are 
a family with a multitude of gifts and talents which are willingly shared. From flower 
arranging and gardening to hymn choices, from leading services to sweeping out the 
porch – we have a place for all who wish to serve in whatever way.  

 
 
Sue Wiggin & Fiona Coverdale 
Wardens at St Thomas à Becket 
 
 

St Matts Wardens Report 
The Good Book says, “Without vision the people perish”. Thus it is apposite that we have 
five foundation stones on which to keep building as we seek our future 
together:  centering on worship, honouring the generations, growing a sense of family, 
recognising an apostolic call, and Holy Spirit encounter.  These are unpacked on our 
website. 
 
We continue to be grateful for the massive space that we steward in the form of the St 
Matts building.  With the SMART Team starting to meet again, we hope to find afresh the 
Lord’s way forward for us in using this to the full.  
 
As we have come back to in-person services after 
the lockdown, it has been immeasurably heartening 
to see people again in this way!  Fellowship is so 
much more about being in proximity to each 
other.  However, in a strange sense, it feels we can 
never go back again to how we were.  
 
There have been good aspects to this, as people 
have necessarily learned new ways to socialise, 
fellowship, work and manage their time.  It does mean adjusting what we felt the building 
could be used for.  It is encouraging that often the city’s youth meet regular at St 
Matts.  Indeed, perhaps we can use the space more for the benefit of the wider family of 
God in Bath. 
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As a Team we are constantly looking for more efficiencies of time and money.  However, 
generous gifts have meant that we can invest in a good quality sound system.  More than 
a mod con, it means that we can display a spirit of excellence in this area.  Moreover, 
among his many gifts, one of our Vicar’s obvious ones is a refined appreciation and 
expertise in most things techy, so it is in good hands. 
 
St Matts has proved to be a ‘sending church’, as like Antioch (Acts 13) people go forth to 
other parts of the country and abroad (e.g. Burundi), and there is an aspect in this of 
sowing out.   I (Haydn) heard Tim say that he believes we have cultivated well the soil of 
our hearts, to use a Biblical analogy, and are ready for the next stage of growth.  There is 
an upward call on each one of our lives, which we need continually to discern and 
nurture - we can urge each other on in this.  As we go forward together with our precious 
brothers and sisters at St Thomas, there is a huge opportunity increasingly to be a light 
and a source of spiritual succour for our community and beyond. 
 
Bill James & Haydn Wilkins 
Chapel Wardens at St Matthews 
 
 

Vicar’s Report  
 

My mother was always full of words of wisdom and advice as I grew up - a favourite of 
hers, and one I clearly regularly needed to hear was, “patience is a virtue.” It seems to me, 
as Covid finally appears to no longer loom quite so large on our horizon, that much of last 
year had been filled with hesitant moments of optimism, held at bay by a great deal of 
waiting with bated breath for the promised increased freedoms to materialise and a season 
of “new normal” to begin. 
 
Despite the challenges and pains of the last two years however, there is still so much to be 
grateful for, not least of all being able to finally return to a physical APCM after our more 
recent exciting Zoom adventures. As the year has progressed, we!ve also gradually been 
able to return to something near #normality$!for weekly services, as well as exploring new 
and better ways to bless and reach the community and beyond with God’s love. 
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Celebrating Gods goodness and faithfulness 
towards us as a parish therefore in these days, 
continues to be of paramount importance I believe. 
As the Book of Hebrews urges us, we have indeed 
learned to ’run with perseverance the race marked out 
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 
of faith.$!(Hebrews 12:1b-2a). Of late, most of us are only 
too aware of the challenges of #perseverance! - but 
having fixed our eyes on Jesus, as Romans tells us 

‘Perseverance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us’ (Romans 5:4-5a). After so many frustrations and 
disappointments, it’s imperative to know the firm anchor point of renewed hope that the 
Father offers us. 
 
Since our last APCM back in May 2021, each one of us throughout the pandemic has then, 
in many ways, large and small, had to learn to adapt to an ever-changing pattern of 
restrictions and limitations. So now, as we emerge from the shadow of Covid, into an 
ongoing #new normal!, our hope is secure and our outlook expectant. 
 
It would be so easy for us to simply go back to what was before, but the truth is that we 
have all changed - both individually and collectively. When we have been unable to 
worship in our church buildings we have adapted brilliantly to the use of new media and 
technology, both pre-recorded and live streamed services. Many within the parish of course 
continued to be isolated in homes, yet our marvellous family of churches, very much rose 
to the occasion rallying to support the most vulnerable in our community and check on 
members and neighbours across the Parish. And whilst in common with a majority of 
churches across the country, we noted that numbers who regularly worship with us in 
person have reduced somewhat, some new members have joined us, we were able to  
celebrate some weddings and through the generosity of church family members and the 
faithfulness of God, our financial position has stayed remarkably stable. 
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However, we need to continue to build on the foundations laid during this season of 
reduced activity (which allowed more space for prayer and reflection) if we want to 
continue to flourish, grow and reach out further into our community and city.  
 
This year, as I have read the reports submitted for us in this document, I am again amazed 
and encouraged by the creative, vibrant, and generous hearted people I have the privilege 
of journeying alongside. Despite all that has been thrown at us over these last months, we 
have patiently and faithfully together continued our journey of discipleship with Christ, 
seeking to see His Kingdom come more fully amongst us. 
 
So my thanks again to you all who have worked so tirelessly and diligently throughout the 
year keeping both St Matts and St Thomas à Becket such special places to worship in and 
belong to. My personal thanks must also go to all PCC members, Sarah our Ordinand, Mary 
our Reader, the office and staff team including Sam, Libby, Ruby and Tamsin along with 
Peter our hardworking Sexton, our pastoral team and other volunteers and finally my 
amazing colleagues Revd Judith Harries and Revd Caroline O’Neill, who are always so 
willing to help, serve and minster in the parish. 
 

There is so much to be thankful for and I know exciting days lie ahead where we as a parish 
are uniquely positioned to offer a wealth of diversity and engaging traditions from BCP 
spoken liturgy to through to Lego church and band led contemporary worship to meet the 
needs and spiritual longings of so many. 
 
Despite the very real global and local challenges we face in the times in which we live, our 
churches - both people and buildings - I believe are called to be remarkable shining beacons 
of light, hope and joy, so as Hebrews boldly exhorts us together: 
 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess,  
for He who promised is faithful.  

(Hebrews 10:23) 

 
 
Rev’d Tim Buckley 
Vicar of Widcombe 
 



 

REPORTS FROM VICAR, WARDENS & MINISTRY AREAS  

 

Treasurer’s Report  (see supplementary document) 
Mr Mark Nish 
Parish Treasurer 
 

Reader’s report 
 
Having been licensed by Bishop Ruth in October 2020, my training has continued 
alongside ministry in the parish. This involves preaching and leading services, helping 
others explore their own callings, pastoral visiting, supporting the office team in a line 
management role and facilitating the parish prayer meeting on Tuesday mornings (8am in 
The Keep or Zoom, if you want to join!) I also help Tim and Sam with strategic planning 
and have started attending PCC meetings this year.  
  
The main component of my training this year has been a month’s placement in a different 
context. After many months negotiations, I was very happy to be able to spend the best 
part of 6 weeks working as a Reader in a Church of Scotland linkage of 3 parishes in the 
highlands of Scotland, leading and preaching in each parish across 3 Sundays and 
participating in services on 3 other Sundays. I even recorded a reading for the BBC daily 
service which was being led by the minister.  
  
Looking ahead, I really enjoyed my time in Scotland but it has reconfirmed that my calling 
is to Widcombe. We have many different challenges in the parish and in our city and I 
want to be part of God’s team here, following his lead to meet those challenges, even 
though part of my heart will always be in the Highlands!  
 
And, finally, I will be finishing my training with the diocese in the summer but am hoping 
to replace it with working towards an MA in Theology at Trinity College, Bristol. 
  
Mary Udale -Smith 
Parish Reader  
  

Ordinand’s Report 
As I come to the end of my college studies and 
placement in Widcombe parish, I want to thank you all 
for the encouragement and support you have given me 
(and the evaluation forms you’ve filled in for 
college!).  I have thoroughly enjoyed the fellowship in 
the congregations of both churches.  It has also been 
great to learn, participate and lead the varying forms of 
worship – thank you for standing with me as I learn 
this role.  I hope that you enjoyed some of the various 
initiatives – retreat walk, Christmas pudding evening, 
LLF and of course Brix. 
 
Although the studying has been really interesting and challenging, it is not my joy and so 
I am especially thankful to have been able to do some of my learning by doing the 
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practical part of the job that I am training for within the parish.  I am looking forward to 
starting my curacy in June at St. Michael’s, Twerton and hope that I will still see a number 
of you as our paths continue to cross. 
 
Sarah Sanderson 
Parish Ordinand  
 

Youth & Outreach 
  
Very excitingly, both St Matts and Life Church Bath youth have joined together to create 
'Found Youth’, a fantastic place for youth to come together and delve deeper in their 
relationship with Jesus or perhaps to find out both more of who He is and who they are 
particularly as they navigate challenging cultures at school and college.  
 
Found youth meets every Friday night for evenings full of fun, games, snacks, as well as a 
Jesus based talk and discussion. We also love to do mentoring and 1-2-1 discipleship with 
young people too during the week.  
  
Youth Alpha: From Oct - Dec 2021 we undertook an amazing city-wide Youth Alpha with 
around 30 young people attending each week for food and big question discussions such 
as 'is there more to life than this?' or 'who is Jesus?'. Through these weeks we saw a number of 
the youth commit their life to Jesus and a number of healings too!  
  
Once a month A2 nights: A2 is named after Acts 2. We want youth to come together, so 
A2 includes a monthly gathering of youth from across the city, allows them to see that 
they are part of a bigger community, grow in the knowledge of Christ, be filled with the 
Holy Spirit and also have ALOT of fun!  
  
A2 Festivals: These bigger outreach events such as Winterfest (December) and 
Summerfest (coming soon!) are ones in which the youth can easily invite their unchurched 
friends to these large scale celebrations and funfests! 
 
A2 Leaders breakfasts: As part of A2, we gather city youth pastors monthly to eat, pray 
and worship.  
  
Church Alpha: We have just finished an Alpha course which each 
Soul Group hosted. Alpha is such an anointed tool and has incredible 
resources to be able to facilitate good, fun, loving and deep conversation.  
 
It is great that the church is now familiar with the Alpha course as we 
look to run it regularly so more people outside the church can 
hear the gospel message in an open, honest and non-
threatening fun environment.  
  
  
Street Outreach and training: 
People from a number of churches come together monthly in the upper room at St 
Matthews church to do street evangelism (this is not what you expect it to be and is very 
relational and natural! So give it a go!). We meet for worship, prayer, equipping and 
training before going out into town in pairs.  
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During this year there have also been a number of workshops with the aim of equipping 
the church to become more confident in the way they can speak to their friends and family 
about Jesus, to share the great news, freedom and love that we know in Christ.  
  
As final remarks on this... keep going church! Be encouraged to go!  We go with the power 
of the Holy Spirit and with the Father’s great love. 
 
Show the love of Christ and continue to shine brightly through your generosity, 
hospitality, words and the way you act. Let’s continue to share our stories of faith with a 
friend, our neighbours, a family member, anyone and everyone!  
 
Libby Piggott 
Youth & Outreach worker 
 

St Matts Intern 
 
During my time as intern I have taken on the St Matts worship coordinator role, with the 
purpose of rebuilding the team post-pandemic, recreating the organisation and structure 
we had previously, and recovering the St Matt's heart for worship. 
  
In March 2022 I created a survey to collect information on the congregation's personal 
spiritual lives and their relationship with church, with the aim of understanding and 
addressing their needs post-pandemic. As a team we are currently working through 
action points from the results of that survey. 
  
Around 1/3 of my time is spent on external projects. During my first term, I supported 
Tamsin in her chaplaincy work at Bath Spa University with weekly visits to the campus. 
Currently I am working on the city wide 24/7 prayer team, preparing for the upcoming 
24/7 prayer event happening in Bath, as well as being a member of the BathCAN steering 
group, where I am supporting the planning of citywide Christian events.  
 
Ruby Clarke 
St Matts Intern 
 

Soul Groups 
 

After another slight reshuffle of soul groups, these six mid-week groups for St Matts and 
St Thomas continue to be a great place of fellowship, discipleship and pastoral 
care.  These are the places that friendship is grown, a deepening of relationships with God 
is nurtured and an understanding of how to live out our faith is worked out.  Up until 
Christmas the groups did a variety of bible and discipleship studies that they had chosen, 
as well as enjoying socials together.  Once a month they met together as pastorate at St 
Matt’s to share fellowship with the wider church.  Since January the groups have been 
doing the Alpha Course which has been great.  A few of the groups have invited in guests 
and there have been some fantastic discussions.  
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The groups are now looking forward to returning to their original patterns through 
exploring more biblical and discipleship material as well as enjoying intermittent socials 
before the summer break.   
 
I just want to take this opportunity to thank all the soul group leaders for all the work and 
prayer they do to enable these nurturing communities.  I pray that these groups are a 
blessing to them as well as all those people in them.  These are central to our church life 
and are open to all so do contact me if you are not yet in one. 
 
Sarah Sanderson 
Small group co-ordinator  
 

Brix 
Having noticed a lack of young families within our congregations, in September we 
initiated Brix.  This is a family friendly gathering to meet with God and others through 
Lego (and Duplo).  It has been running twice a month (1st and 3rd Sundays) at 3:30pm 
and finishes with tea at the same time as the café before the St. Matt’s 5:30 service to 
enable a crossover of the congregations.  We have looked at 
heroes in the Bible and  parables of Jesus through games, story 
videos, big Lego builds, songs and prayer activities.  At the 
time of writing, we are looking forward to our big Brix day at 
the beginning of the Easter holidays, and hope that not only 
will everyone have a great day, but that it will let families in 
our parish know what we are doing and so join us on Sunday 
afternoons.  
 
We have had people from both churches come, and there has 
been some fairly competitive student engineering Lego 
building at some sessions.  Everyone (no matter how old) is 
welcome to come, whether to enjoy the Lego building and 
conversation or to help.  Do continue to let people that you 
know about it, especially those with primary aged 
children.  Contact the office for more information. 
 
Sarah Sanderson on behalf of the The Brix Team 
 

  
 

(GFL) 
Grow for Life started as a project of Widcombe PCC and became an 
independent charity in 2017. This year, GFL received a donation from the 
parish as one of its chosen Christmas charities. Two of GFL's core staff are 
church members within the Parish 
  
Over the past year, GFL has expanded rapidly. Today it is helping 60 
men and women who are referred by GPs, health professionals, social 
workers, churches and local charities. Working in small groups, 
trainees were taught horticultural skills, gained experience of 
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gardening in a variety of settings and learnt social skills to help 
them build relationships.  GFL worked in close partnership with 
Bath Parks and delivered its horticulture training at Parks ’
nurseries, while gardening sessions were held in different 
venues around the city, including the Botanical Gardens, care 
homes, private gardens and most recently an abandoned walled 
garden in Newton St Loe, leased from the Duchy of Cornwall. 
The charity is run by a small staff team strongly supported by a 
fantastic group of committed volunteers who find the work not 
only rewarding but great fun. 
 
The charity’s model of training and practical experience has proved highly effective. In 
2021, virtually all trainees reported that their mental health had improved and their 
confidence had increased. Over half of them achieved a qualification in practical 
horticulture and, of those, half have secured jobs. If you would like to be involved as a 
volunteer, a supporter or a garden host do contact the charity who would love to hear 
from you.  
 
Contact details are on its website: www.growforlife.org.uk 
 
 
Mr Martin Geake 
Chair of GFL 
 

Widcombe Warriors 
 

The Warriors are a group of Widcombe men who are learning to “walk with God” whilst 
journeying life’s ups and downs together. In September 2021, we hosted a “Wild at Heart” 
retreat for 35 men from Bath and Bristol in the Malvern Hills. Thanks to God’s protection, 

Covid-19 did not put in an appearance and we 
had a glorious weekend of teaching, fun, food, 
drink and sun! We’re heading back there for 
another men’s weekend this year, from Friday 
30 September to Sunday 2 October. 
  
We’ve also started monthly evening gatherings 
in The Keep at St Matt’s, which is a brilliant 

venue for watching films together, as well as for discussion and prayer.  
 
Please let me know if you’d like to join us. 
  
Andrew Udale-Smith 
 
 

Deanery Report 
 
A Deanery is a geographical subdivision between a Diocese and a parish with parishes 
grouped together so that they can work and serve together to see God!s Kingdom come. 
Largely invisible to the public, Bath Deanery comprises the city of Bath and the surrounding 

For more information email: widcombewarriors@gmail.com
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villages and is made up of twenty-one traditional parishes which comprise thirty-nine 
individual church buildings.  
 
It’s threefold emphasis in on prayerfulness, hospitality and innovation in seeking to enable 
growth and provide support and structures that help to increase faith in what God is doing 

locally. Whilst it is the forum for reflecting upon the 
aims and initiatives of the Diocesan Synod and, in turn 
feeding into them, Deanery Synods particular concern 
is with local efforts and programmes, supporting and 
assisting churches where possible to be more visible in 
their communities, grow and flourish as God intends, 
be free to do the work of the Kingdom and be 
encouraged to play their unique part. 

 
Two members of the Widcombe PCC sit on the Deanery Synod. This provides the PCC with 
an important link between the parish and the wider structure of the church.  The Revd Tim 
continues to serve in his role as one of two Assistant Area Deans to support Revd Stephen 
Girling in his position as Area Dean for the Bath Deanery.  
 

There have been three Deanery Synod meetings to report on - May 2021 (online) with Revd 
Canon Patrick Whitworth talking about his writings and reflections on 'Coming out of 
Exile’, in September 2021 an evening related to Living In Love and Faith and in January 
2022 on Living Sustainably with guest speakers from Transition Bath and Christian Action 
for the Environment (CAFE B&NES) talking about their work. 2021 also saw the results of 
elections to Diocesan Synod both to the house of laity and clergy. 
 
Carol Tottle & Anne Lawson 
Deanery Synod Reps 
 
 
 

Tea with the Word 
 
Primarily a St Thomas daytime home group meeting, twice a month, open to anyone who 
is available to come on a Tuesday afternoon! Tea and chat and the opportunity to read 
and discuss God’s Word in a friendly and supportive group. 
 
We have just finished reading Philippians and will be looking at Ephesians next. 
 
For further details contact Liz Holden-White 
 
 

Mission support 
As a PCC, we continually seek to inform, inspire and encourage the St Matts and St Thomas 
à Becket church family in the support of Christian mission, near and far, practically 
supporting ministries aimed at blessing the poor and furthering God’s Kingdom. 
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Continuing examples of this over the last year would include nurturing and furthering 
effective connections and support with our mission partners in Sri Lanka, Jerrie and Isabel, 
both in terms of their co-leading of the newly built church and also in their running of the 
Haven Home for girls in Kandy. 
 

This year we have also continued to support the Widcombe birthed, Bath based charity 
Grow for Life which provides therapeutic gardening opportunities for people suffering 
from mental and physical ill health with the aim of increasing the confidence and self-
esteem of participants. 
 

As is tradition, we were additionally able to give from our collections taken at our 
Christmas services the sum of £1400 to three charities nominated by the PCC. 
 
PCC Mission subgroup  
 
 

Contacts 
Vicar: Revd Tim Buckley 
Email: vicar@widcombe.church 
07810 543209 
 
Parish Administrator, Bookings, and Life Events: Samantha Forrester 
Email: admin@widcombe.church 
01225 465065 
 
Community: Tamsin McMaster 
Email: community@widcombe.church 
01225 465065 
 
Safeguarding Officer: Jill Oldham 
Email: safeguarding@widcombe.church 
07782659688 
www.widcombe.church 


