
Widcombe Parish Survey 2026 
 
The goal of the survey was to gather information about our congregations and how we 
can better serve the church family and the wider Widcombe community going forward.  

1. Overall summary 
The survey was carried out across both St Thomas a Becket and St Matt’s 
congregations. There were 49 responses. There was positive feedback about the health 
of the two churches and endorsement of Laura as our Minister. There were also 
comments about people's current experience of church and what they would like to see 
in the future. 

This summary has been split into two sections: objective feedback and informative 
comments. 

Objective feedback looks at our church family quantitatively and presents a numerical 
picture of its demographics. 

The Informative comments section is based on more open questions, which allowed 
people to share what they would like to see more (or less) of in church in the future. 

2. Objective feedback 

2.1 Length of time involved in the parish 
Our church community shows a good balance of new and old.  

 

 



2.2 Age of congregation 
There is also a good spread of ages and, as can be seen by comparison to the 2021 
census data for Bath, our numbers are broadly representative of Bath as a whole. 

 

 

When looking at the ages of children in the congregations, we have a lot of under 5s and 
very few older children but, within the next 2-3 years, we will see a natural shift into the 
junior age group. 

 



2.3 Skills and workplace 
We have a wonderfully diverse church family, being particularly blessed with scientists 
and educators. 

 

 
2.4 Current and future church involvement 
The vast majority of respondents identify as committed Christians. 

 

The following two charts show that we have a very active congregation (although 
inevitably responses to the survey have a bias towards those with higher engagement in 
church activities), with over 70% of respondents serving on a Sunday and over half 
participating in church-run activities. There is also a strong appetite to serve in future 
projects and events, with over 80% saying they are likely or very likely to volunteer in 
future. 



 

 

 

2.5 Summary 
Our congregation is diverse in terms of age and workplace and there is a mix of new and 
long-term members. The majority of respondents show active engagement with church 
activities and a desire to serve in the church community.  

The high proportion of young families in the church is an encouragement, given our 
focus on Roots and Shoots and Sunday morning children's groups. 

 

 

 



3.  Informative comments 

3.1 Future events  
When asked about what people wanted more of in future, there was a huge hunger for 
community outreach and engagement and social events. 

 

3.2 - Service times and patterns 
There was general support for the current service times and patterns for both St 
Thomas a Becket and St Matt’s.  

There were a few comments about 9:30am being too early for St Thomas, but most 
people considered it “early but manageable". There was, however, some concern that 
Laura has to rush off in order to be at St Matt’s in time for 10.30am. 

There was resounding agreement that the St Matt’s morning service is working well for 
families and that one of the draws of St Matt’s is its morning service. 

[In light of these comments, it was decided that the St Matt’s service would move to a 
later start of 10.45am from Easter.] 

In response to a question about creative mission, there were suggestions of worship 
nights, reflective events at St Thomas, prayer nights, firepit nights, pub trips and 
discussion groups. If we were to introduce an evening service, one option might be a 
more informal gathering taking the form of one or more of the creative mission ideas. 

3.3 - Sermon and small group topics 
There was positive feedback for recent sermon series, with people particularly enjoying 
the Justice sermons and the start of the Unity series. There was enthusiasm for sermon 
series in which we work through a book of the Bible or follow a character (suggestions 
included Romans and Ecclesiastes, plus Old Testament characters such as Daniel). 


